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THROUGH THE DRINKING GLASS There could be changes in store for the Powerplant, which is losing money for the Students’ Union for the fifth straight year. 


Powerplants future cloudy as losses mount 


Business plan may change as campus bar, budgeted to lose $30 000, is falling behind projections so far 


CHLOE FEDIO 
Deputy News Editor 


The future of the Powerplant as we 
know it is up in the air, as the Students’ 
Union, along with the University, is 
looking at ways to improve the busi- 
ness, which has been operating at a 
loss since the 2001/02 academic year. 

Last year, the SU-owned bar lost 
almost $60 000, and this year the SU 
actually budgeted for the ’Plant to lose 
$30 000. However, SU Vice-President 
(Operations and Finance) Jason Tobias 
explained that the year-to-date budget 
shows greater losses than projected. 

“We're expecting that we've not 
even going to meet that target. What 
the next four months are going to 
bring, no one can say,” he said. 

Since the summer months are less 
busy, the Powerplant incurs a loss that 
is made up in the busier months of the 
year, Tobias explained. 

“Right now, we're still seeing the 
summer months impacting what 
we've got as our current bottom line, 
so it’s tough to say where that’s going 
to end up by the end of April,” he said. 
“But, even optimistically speaking, 
we're not going to meet our budgeted 
predictions, and so that’s going to 


be something that’s going to have to 
come to Council,” Tobias said. 

The University owns the Powerplant 
building and charges the SU $120 000 
per year in rent, which is the extent 
of their involvement in the bar's 
operations, explained Vice-President 
(Facilities & Operations) Don Hickey 
He added that the cost of rent is as 
low as it can be without having the 
University subsidize the business. 


“We're still committed 
to making that space 
work in some way. The 
thing that we're not 
matried to is the exact 
details of what makes 
it the Powerplant, what 
makes it a bar.” 


JASON TOBIAS, SU VICE-PRESIDENT 
(OPERATIONS AND FINANCE) 


“We're not making a profit off the 
rent. That’s not the intention, to make 
a profit,” Hickey said. 

Still, the University has entered into 


discussions with the SU to discuss 
alternatives that will improve the prof- 
itability of the Powerplant. 

“We're currently working with [the 
Students’ Union], reviewing the exist- 
ing operations and the existing request 
to see what can be done,” Hickey said. 
“So, we're really just at the review 
phase right now.” 

Tobias explained that the SU hasn't 
changed their commitment to main- 
taining the space for the student body; 
however, they're looking at the cur- 
rent business model and exploring 
their options. 

“We realize that the current model, 
as it stands, is not working out for us, 
because students are showing up and 
going to the events, but the profitabil- 
ity from alcohol and food sales just 
isn’t there. So, we need to be able to 
pursue other things in order to make 
that space viable,” Tobias said. 

The SU took over the Powerplant 
from the Graduate Students’ 
Association in 1997 and the ‘Plant 
turned profits ranging from $43 090 
to $131 616 between the 1997/98 and 
2000/01 academic years. 

“It’s the opinion of some that [the 
change from profits to loss] represents 
more of a statistical anomaly than 


an actual change—we haven't really 
changed the way we run the business, 
but the demographics have changed 
quite significantly over the years,” 
Tobias said, adding that, prior to the 
SU taking over, the GSA encountered 
some similar problems running the 
Powerplant. 

While the SU’s other bar, RATT, 
turns a profit, it’s not enough to make 
up for the Powerplant’s losses, though 
Tobias said other profits help make up 
for the loss. 

“For the past couple of years, we 
haven't shown strong profitability in 
the bars, so that ends up being sub- 
sidized by the profits from our other 
businesses,” he said. 

Furthermore, the ’Plant’s contribu- 
tion to student life is important, and 
Tobias said this is part of the reason 
that the University is working with the 
SU to find a solution to the problem. 

“Tt’s our thought that the Powerplant, 
as well as being a business for the 
Students’ Union, also provides a ser- 
vice to students,” Tobias said. 

“We're still committed to making 
that space work in some way. The 
thing that we're not married to is 
the exact details of what makes it the 
Powerplant, what makes it a bar.” 


University 
to make 
pitch for 
tuition 
rollback 


Amrhein pledges return 
to 2004/05 tuition 
levels if province makes 
rebate and utility 
funding permanent 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 


News Staff 


University Provost and Vice-President 
(Academic) Dr Carl Amrhein gave 
his annual presentation on tuition to 
Students’ Council on Tuesday night, 
suggesting that if the province can 
be convinced to kick in some cash, 
tuition could see a rollback next year. 

In recent years, his message has 
focused on the actual tuition increase 
and the driving forces behind this. 
However, this time, Amrhein offered 
the prospect that the University might 
actually roll back tuition levels—if 
the provincial government makes 
a few minor changes to the way the 
University is funded. 

The University is planning to put 
forward calls for the provincial gov- 
ernment to increase the base operat- 
ing funding of the University by an 
amount equal to what has been raised 
from the last two years of tuition 
increases and the extra funding the 
University will be receiving to cope 
with increased utility and natural 
gas bills. If the province agrees, the 
University has offered to roll back 
tuition levels to the amount at the 
start of the 2004/2005 academic year. 
While that wouldn't result in students 
paying less next year, because of a pro- 
vincial tuition rebate in place for this 
year, it would help protect against a 
large sudden increase if those rebates 
end in the future. 

“I think [the province] will be 
receptive to the idea, but I don’t want 
to forecast what they'll say,” said 
Amrhein. “They don’t want to see our 
quality [of education] eroded; they 
would like us to take more students. 
So if you add all of that up and rec- 
ognize that they are generating mas- 
sive revenues from the royalties on 
natural gas, I think it’s a very strong 
argument, and I hope they agree [to 
the proposal]. 

“But at this point, it’s just hope,” he 
added. 
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Getting dates these days is remarkably | 4 | 
easy. Todays feature examines, in 


. excessive detail, how. 
FEATURE, PAGE 14 


Crazy about Clooney 
Jessica Warren talks to George 
Clooney about his upcoming Middle 
East political thriller, Syriana. 
A&E, PAGE 23 


Merry Holidays! 
As fall-term classes approach 
their, end, so does the 
Gateway’s publishing sched- 
ule. Accordingly, this is our last 
“real” issue until 10 January. 
But tune in next week for our 
annual joke issue. 
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Grad student examines kink in the mainstream 


MIKE KENDRICK 
News Staff 


Shoppers this holiday season may 
notice that things have taken on a little 
naughty streak, as mannequins clad in 
leather and lace have replaced the usual 
winter apparel in many shop windows 
in places such as City Centre. 

But graduate student Carolyn 
Dowdell, currently studying in 
Human Ecology, says that the under- 
ground fetish culture has been lurking 
in the mainstream for longer than we 
think. The U of A student is present- 
ing an exhibit, What You Never Knew 
Was Lurking in Your Closet—Fetish 
Fashion and You, on campus until 9 
December, complete with cuffs and 
corsets to illustrate her point. 

Venturing into the basement of 
the Human Ecology building, one is 
greeted with form-fitting vinyl dresses 
and knee-high leather boots. 

“Some people have things in their 
closets and don’t even realize where the 
influences come from,” says Dowdell. 
“Girls will have tops with the lacing; 
.. that comes from corsetry. Stilettos 
are really coming back too.” 

According to Dowdell, the media 
has played a large role in the promo- 
tion of the sexy subculture in our 


everyday lives. Although sexualiza- 
tion in advertising is a popular tool, 
Dowdell feels that the mainstream 
perception of “pornography versus 
art” is starting to shift. Referring to 
the now-infamous Sketchers ads star- 
ring Christina Aguilera, she com- 
ments that sex in advertising does 
have an impact. 

“You look at the naughty nurse or 
cop ads, and you don’t see those in 
real life. It’s definitely very sexual- 
ized, but [the perception] is midway 
in between.” 

Unfortunately, Dowdell says, there 
are still some misconceptions on what 
fetish culture is, and the types of 
people involved in it. 

“I think one of the biggest mis- 
conceptions is that the people who 
are into this are just freaks,” she says. 
“There's people like lawyers and doc- 
tors, who, if you just saw them on the 
street, you'd have no idea that they're 
into leather and bondage.” 

Hailing from Toronto, Dowdell 
says that she’s noticed a somewhat 
different reception to the culture in 
Alberta's capital. 

“It’s a lot more reserved, compared 
to a big city like Toronto.” 

Although the acceptance is starting 
to develop, she says that some passers- 


by are still shocked by the somewhat 
taboo subject material of her work. 

“T even had someone walk by while 
I was setting up and say, ‘Oh my fuck- 
ing God!”” 

Perhaps the most intimidating part 
of getting into the subculture is know- 
ing where to start, and this is different 
for each person, she explains. 

“People don’t usually have a specific 
time and date that they [get into the 


DAS BOOT A U of A exhibit examines the impact of fetish fasion on society. 
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MIKE OTTO 


fetish culture],” she says. “It’s often 
kind of gradual.” 

Dowdell, who's been a part of the 
deeper scene for a year and a halfnow, 
offers words of encouragement to 
prospective dominatrixes and indus- 
trial protégés. 

“Just go for it. It’s not as scary as a 
lot of people think, but then, I guess 
I've got a little bit of an exhibitionist 
streak too.” 


Study shows that conservation makes economic sense 


ANNAPURNI NARAYANAN 
News Writer 


Despite the continued deforestation 
of rainforests for agricultural and 
resource use, a recent University of 
Alberta study by Dr Robin Naidoo and 
Dr Wiktor Adamowicz suggests that 
there is a net economic benefit to con- 
serving a rainforest. 

“What our research has demon- 
strated is that the sums of money from 
tourism are, in theory, enough to cover 
the costs of conservation of [tropical 
forest] reserves,” said Naidoo, who 
received his PhD from the University 
of Alberta and is currently working for 
the World Wildlife Foundation. His 
colleague, Adamowicz, is a professor 
in the Department of Rural Economy 
at the U of A. 

The researchers quantified the costs 
and benefits of conserving the Mabira 
Forest Reserve in Uganda, a tropical 
lowland forest that contains a large 
number of beautiful and diverse avian 
species. 

“The Mabira Reserve is in some 
ways representative of many other 
reserves across the developing world: 
it’s a small fragment of natural habitat 


[that] persists and is visited by inter- 
national tourists, but its survival is 
uncertain due to pressures from an 
impoverished surrounding popula- 
tion whose livelihoods may benefit, 
at least in the short term, from unsus- 
tainable use of the land and resources 
that the forest currently occupies,” 
Naidoo explained. 

Naidoo explained that the forest 
reserve is surrounded by land actively 
used in agriculture, and there’s serious 
concern from those interested in pro- 
tecting the rainforest that this activity 
will encroach upon the forest reserve. 
As well, the forest is an appealing 
source of timber and fuel wood. 

The study surveyed passengers 
departing the Uganda airport, mostly 
tourists and foreign residents of 
Uganda, and assessed their inclination 
to visit various forest reserves of dif- 
fering qualities. It was found that the 
respondents were more likely to visit 
a forest reserve that contained high 
avian biodiversity. 

“This is some of the first evidence 
we have that people actually prefer bio- 
diversity per se, rather than just pretty 
landscapes or charismatic species, and 
more importantly, they showed they 


were willing to pay for the chance to 
see higher numbers of [bird] species,” 
commented Naidoo. 

Further, the study indicates that 
the Mabira Forest Reserve is severely 
undervalued. At present, the entrance 
fee to the Reserve is less that $5US. In 
order to maximize tourism revenue, 
the study suggests that the fee should 
be increased to $47US. Although this 
would probably result in fewer tour- 
ists to the area, it would increase total 
tourism revenues to a level where 
80-90 per cent of avian species could 
be preserved. In addition, a strategy 
of collecting more money from fewer 
people may be advantageous because 
having fewer visitors may reduce the 
negative ecological impact on the 
area. 

In 1996, an eco-tourism centre was 
founded at the Mabira Forest Reserve 
and ever since it has enticed tourists 
to visit the area. Local communities 
receive a portion of the revenue from 
the tourism center, in an attempt to 
reinforce the value of conserving the 
rainforest. 

In theory, the study by Naidoo and 
Adamowicz has demonstrated that 
conservation makes economic sense. 


However, only with the full support 
of the local communities will the con- 
servation of the Mabira Forest Reserve 
be successful. 

“The key here ... is actually develop- 
ing a mechanism or system whereby 
these revenues flow back to the people 
who need them the most, and in 
whose hands the future of the reserves 
lies,” said Naidoo. 

“This will give them an economic 
incentive to protect, rather than cut 
down, tropical forests, because they 
can earn more by preserving the 
forest than from chopping it down 
and farming it.” 


Correction 


In the Thursday, 24. November issue 
of the Gateway, a photo caption on 
page 3 accompanying the article 
“U of A gets low grades for helping 
students find jobs,” by Derek Larson, 
incorrectly identified the person in 
the photograph as CaPS Promotions 
Coordinator Laura Manuel. In fact, 
the photo was of CaPS staff member 
Selina Chiang. The Gateway apolo- 
gizes for the error. 
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NEWS 


Multi-talented Chowdhury 
on the Rhodes to Oxford 


IRIS TSE 
Design & Production Editor 


At this rate, one can’t help but ask the 
one question running through every- 
body's head: is Jeeshan Chowdhury 
bad at anything? 

Chowdhury worked as a summer 
research associate for NASA, the 
US National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, in 2002. He has 
recently taken part in the European 
Space Agency Student Parabolic 
Flight Campaign, where he expe- 
rienced zero gravity. In addition, 
the fourth-year MD/PhD student is 
also a member of the U of A rowing 
team and a director for the Canadian 
Millennium Scholarship Foundation. 
But there is one thing that confounds 
him. 

“I hate skiing,” says Chowdhury, 
who, ironically, is a member of the 
Canadian Ski Patrol. “Skiing is some- 
thing that I just can’t do. I don’t know 
why. You put me down on a tobog- 
gan or a snowboard, I can handle 
myself pretty well, but you put me 
on skis, I just can't do it.” 

Of course, where Chowdhury is 
going, his skiing ineptitude won't 
matter too much. Starting in October 
2006, Chowdhury will join the rari- 
fied ranks of Rhodes Scholarship 
recipients and attend the fabled 
Oxford University. He will follow 
the footsteps of world leaders and 
innovators such as former American 
President Bill Clinton and the famed 
astronomer Edwin P Hubble. 

“T am absolutely just totally blown 
away. To be completely honest, this is 
something I have always hoped for. 
But to actually hear that I’m going to 
Oxford is just unbelievable. It’s been 
a few days now, and it has yet to hit 
me,” says Chowdhury of his whirl- 
wind week. “I just can’t describe it.” 

“The president of the University 
called me in my lab, I had calls from 
the Minister of Health [Ujjal Dosanjh] 
and [Deputy Prime Minister] Anne 
McLellan—it’s just amazing. I know 
this is an amazing opportunity and 
prestigious honour. But I couldn't 
imagine that it would be like this. It’s 
beyond my wildest dreams.” 

Chowdhury, who is currently 
in Ottawa attending the Canadian 
Medical Association Leaders Forum, 
is looking forward to the meeting 
of minds at Oxford. The Rhodes 
Scholarship was established by 
former British imperialist Cecil 
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ALOT TOLOOK FORWARD TO New Rhodes Scholar Jeeshan Chowdhury. 


Rhodes to help people from the 
Commonwealth and America study 
at Oxford University. Chowdhury 
will be the 23rd U of A student to 
attend the British university. 


“Iam absolutely just 
totally blown away. 


To be completely 
honest, this is 
something I have 
always hoped for. But 
to actually hear that 
I'm going to Oxford is 
just unbelievable.” 


JEESHAN CHOWDHURY 


Chowdhury is currently work- 
ing under U of A Engineer Dr Chris 
Backhouse and oncologist Dr Linda 
Pilarsk, helping them develop a lab- 
on-a-chip. The biochip will combine 
nanotechnology and clinical medi- 
cine to deliver quick bedside diag- 
nostics of injuries and infections. It 
will also give doctors the resources 
to quickly and cheaply genetically 
screen patients and offer them indi- 
vidualized therapy. 

“One of the problems that we 
have in Third World countries is not 
being able to bring lab diagnostics 
to patients. So hopefully we can one 
day use this lab-on-a-chip technol- 
ogy for bio-testing, global health and 


population statistics in the develop- 
ing world,” says Chowdhury of 
the device, which bears a shade of 
resemblance to the Tricorders seen 
on Star Trek. 

It’s unlikely that he will continue 
his current work at Oxford, as the 
research is quite unique to the 
U of A, and Chowdhury has yet to 
decide which subject to pursue when 
he’s at Oxford. He anticipates that 
there will be plenty of opportunities 
to explore when he’s there. 

“What I’m really interested in is 
global health. I’m looking forward to 
getting more training in that field,” 
he says. “I hope that I can take that 
training and experience, and come 
back and really try to make an impact 
on the world. 

“Being in medicine, being at the 
U of A, I already have the oppor- 
tunity to do that with my research 
and do everything here. But I believe 
[the Rhodes Scholarship] will bring 
a whole new level to my ability 
and opportunities to do that,” adds 
Chowdhury. 

With months left before he has to 
start packing, and with the holiday 
season fast approaching, Chowdhury 
is glad that he may finally find a brief 
window to slow down and cap off 
his eventful year. But it appears that 
there is still one more thing on his 
to-do list. 

“Tve actually been wanting to see 
the new Harry Potter movie, and I 
haven't been able to because I’ve 
been so busy lately. I hear it’s good. 
Maybe I'll go see that.” 


BoG looking at 64 per cent tuition hike 


TUITION + CONTINUED FROM PACE 1 

Students’ Union President Graham 
Lettner was receptive to the proposal 
as a means of lightening the tuition 
load on students and alleviating some 
of the uncertainty surrounding the 
current tuition rebate that has recently 
been extended for a second year. 

“I think students are still wor- 
ried about the prospect of eventually 
facing a double or even triple bump 
in tuition, so I wouldn't say that they 
are less concerned about the possibili- 
ties,” said Lettner. “Our role in this is 
to offer a solution that the Premier 
is willing to adopt, and what we feel 
that should be is for the last two years 
of tuition increases to be rolled into 
the base operating funding for the 
University, thus lowering tuition on 
paper for students.” 

However, Dr Amrhein informed 


“I think students are 
still worried about the 
prospect of eventually 
facing a double or even 
triple bump in 
tuition...” 


GRAHAM LETTNER, SU PRESIDENT 


Council that unless the province agrees 
to the proposal, the budget that the 
University’s Board of Governors will 
vote for on 20 January will be calling 
for a 6.4 per cent tuition increase, the 
maximum allowed, moving the cost 
of a full course load from $4798 to 
$5105. 

He also told councilors that even 


with this increase, the quality of edu- 


cation would not match what it was in | 


the 1980s when the government paid 
$10.40 to universities for every dollar 
of tuition collected; that number is 
currently $2.40. Instead, this increase 
will help the cover the increased utili- 
ties costs that are expected to push 
the University’s deficit to $7.8 million 
from the $3.7 million that had been 
previously budgeted for, reasoning 
that Lettner was sympathetic to. 

“I think the truth is stark that the 
price of natural gas has gone up, the 
government makes lots of money 
[from it], and the University has to 
spend lots more money, so there's a 
direct correlation there,” said Lettner. 
“I can't see how the budgeting process 
from twelve months back should have 
been expected to forecast this kind of 
jump in natural gas prices.” 


3-8 PM HAPPY HOUR 


@ POWERPLANT AND RATT 


THAT’S 25 HAPPY HOURS A WEEK... 


Monday 
Well Highba 


Tuesday 
Well Highballs $3.00 


Wednesday 
Well Highballs $3.00 
Kokanee and Kokanee 


Thursday 
Well Highballs $3.00 


Canadian and Coors 


Friday 
Well Highballs $3. 


ls $3.00 | Okanagan 1516 pints $3.75 


| Big Rock Pints $3.75 


Gold Pints for $3.75 


Lite Pints $3.75 


00 | Big Rock Pints eg ke 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 4TH — RED’S (WEM) 
DRIVE BY PUNCH CD RELEASE 


WITH THE FULLBLAST, AND GUESTS 

ALL AGES AND LICENSED, DOORS @ 6 PM 

ADVANCED TICKETS $12 @ TICKEMASTER, BLACKBYRD, MEGATUNES, 
INFO DESKS, LISTEN RECORDS AND THE POWERPLANT. 
WWW.THESOUNDRADIO.COM. WWW.DRIVEBYPUNCH.COM. 


#6 POWERPLANT 


& restaurant & bar 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 3RD 
THE CITY STREETS CD RELEASE 


WITH THE AA SOUND SYSTEM, AND GREYHOUND TRAGEDY 
NO MINORS, DOORS @ 8 PM. TICKETS $8 @ THE DOOR. 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 6TH 


JORANE 


WITH VALERY GORE 
NO MINORS, DOORS @ 8PM. ADVANCED TICKETS $10. 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 9TH 
ELLIS 


WITH RETROGRADE, STRADA, AND WHITFIELD 
NO MINORS, DOORS @ 8 PM. TICKETS $8 @ THE DOOR. 


as $1516 towards tuition courtesy of RATT, Powerplant and 
anagan 1516. That’s 3.79 times more than the Provincial 


Government is handing out. Entry forms at RATT and Powerplant 


every Monday. Draw date December 16, 2005. 


OILER HOCKE 


WWW.SU-VENUES.CA 
Hie 


Campus Bars: a service for students, 
staff, alumni and guests 
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Meteorite museum puts birth of solar system on display 


New permanent display in U of As Mineralogy and Petrology museum has 14 specimens, including some older than the Earth 


SCOTT LILWALL 
News Staff 


While some museums can boast col- 
lections that document thousands, 
even millions, of years of history, a 
new exhibit at the U of A’s Mineralogy 
and Petrology Museum features speci- 
mens billions of years old, some of 
which even pre-date the formation of 
the Earth. 

The display showcases 14 mete- 
orites from the University’s collec- 
tion, some of which formed during 
the birth of our solar system. While 
some of the meteorites have been col- 
lected from as far as Australia, most of 
those on display were discovered by 
Albertans who brought the rocks in to 
the University. 


“Tt has an aesthetic 
appeal to it, but if you 
spend time looking 
at it, you can really 
learn quite a bit about 
meteorites and what 
they tell us. It's rare 
that you get to see 14 
meteorites displayed 
like this anywhere.” 


DR CHRIS HERD, 
METEORITE EXHIBIT CURATOR 


“You know, somebody found ~a 
strange rock on their property and 
brought it in for identification,” said 
Chris Herd, professor of Earth and 


Atmospheric Sciences and the cura- 
tor of the meteorite exhibit. “In other 
cases, there was a major fireball that 
people saw in the sky, associated 
noises, then they were able to find a 
number of these meteorites that fell to 
the ground shortly after that.” 

The University has been collecting 
meteorites for research purposes for 
90 years, beginning with the 1915 
purchase of a chunk of the Brenham 
meteorite. The 240-gram sample of 
the meteorite, which was discovered 
in Kansas in 1886, cost the University 
$20. Since that time, the department's 
collection has grown significantly; it 
now has over 1100 individual pieces 
of 130 different meteorites. For much 
of the collection’s history, the rocks 
were not open for public viewing, but 
when Herd was put in charge of the 
collection, he felt that a showcase was 
in order. 

“I thought that we've got the second 
largest meteorite collection in all of 
Canada, and we've got some great 
meteorites that we could put on dis- 
play. So, I strongly suggested that we 
do this,” Herd explained. 

The majority of the 14 meteorites 
on display were selected not only with 
a focus on those found within Alberta, 
but to represent the diversity of the 
University’s collection. For example, 
the Edmonton and Mayerthorpe mete- 
orites, chunks of rich iron, are most 
likely sections of an asteroid’s core. 
The uneven surface of the Australian 
Millbillillie meteorite, on the other 
hand, suggest that it was formed by 
the lava flow on an asteroid’s surface. 
Many of the rocks have been sliced, 
allowing visitors a look in to the inte- 
rior of the meteorites. 


THEY CAME FROM OUTER SPACE Dr Chris Herd, curator of the U of A’s new meteorite exhibit, with one of his rocks. 


Behind the display case, a vivid art- 
ist’s interpretation gives a glimpse in to 
the processes that researchers believe 
led to the formation of these asteroids, 
as well as the other bodies in the solar 
system. Additional panels and displays 
describe the type of research done on 
the various meteorites, and how they 
have furthered science’s understand- 
ing of how celestial bodies form. 

“Some of them look like planets in 
the sense that they've formed a core, a 


mantle and a crust,” Herd said. “Other 
asteroids didn’t get to that point, and 
they actually preserve some of that dust 
from which the solar system formed. 
By studying those more primitive 
meteorites, we get this picture here of 
the solar system forming.” 

After over a year of planning and 
construction, Herd is pleased with 
how the exhibit turned out. 

“Tt has an aesthetic appeal to it, but 
if you spend time looking at it, you 


can really learn quite a bit about mete- 
orites and what they tell us,” he said. 
“It's rare that you get to see 14 meteor- 
ites displayed like this anywhere. I'm 
really thrilled about this. It’s great.” 

The meteorite exhibit is on per- 
manent display at the Museum of 
Mineralogy and Petrology, located in 
the basement of the Earth Sciences 
Building in room B—08. The museum 
is open to the public every weekday 
from 8am—4pm. 


The Coca Cola Student Achievement Award was created 
as part of the Single Source Cold Beverage Agreement to 
recognize academic achievement, student leadership skills 
as well as assist with financial needs. All current University 
of Alberta full-time students’ are eligible to apply for these 
awards. 


ssi 


Each award winner will receive a $1000.00 cheque. 


Each applicant must submit: 

* Completed application form 

* Copy of most recent transcript 

* Two letters of recommendation 

* Two page resume 

* 300-500 word essay outlining academic achievement, 
financial need and student leadership skills 


Applications are now available at 
CAB, SUB, HUB & ETLC info desks, 
faculty offices, all University 
A Residences, 2-900 SUB and 
www.canadawatc www.su.ualberta.ca/awards 


Completed application packages must 
be received by January 25th, 2006 at 
5:00 pm in 2-900 SUB. 
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Removing eggs from nests can help save endangered cranes 


ALEXANDER DEACON 


News Staff 


Analyzing data that have been col- 
lected since 1967, Dr Mark Boyce and 
his colleagues have shown that remoy- 
ing one egg from whooping crane 
nests can dramatically increase the 
survival rates of the remaining chick, 
as well as provide more opportunities 
to replenish flock numbers. 

Boyce, a professor of Biological 
Sciences at the University of Alberta, 
along with co-authors Dr Subhash Lele 
from the department of Mathematical 
and Statistical Sciences on campus, 
and Dr Brian Johns of the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, published the results 
of their study in the scientific journal 
Biological Conservation. 

The data analyzed was collected as 
a result of the work of Ernie Kuyt, an 


Edmonton-based biologist who rea- 
soned that, as whooping cranes typi- 
cally rear only one chick, taking the 
other egg could help replenish other 
flocks. The resulting egg-collection 
programme in Wood Buffalo National 
Park (WBNP) has led to the substantial 
growth of several flocks, and has also 
yielded some surprising results, said 
Boyce. 

“The birds in WBNP have had higher 
recruitment success when eggs have 
been removed than when they haven't 
been, which is just totally bizarre. I 
didn’t believe the results; I redid the 
analysis several times to prove to myself 
that we had it right,” he said. 

After further investigation, Boyce 
had several explanations for the 
oddity of the findings. He speculated 
that nests with only one chick would 
be less visible to predators than nests 


with two chicks, and also that the par- 
ents can provide one chick with more 
focused attention in terms of nutri- 
tion and defence. The main reason, 
though, is due to the vicious nature of 
sibling-rivalry in whooping cranes. 


“| didn't believe the 
results; I redid the 
analysis several times 
to prove to myself that 
we had it right.” 


DR MARK BOYCE, 
PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


“Tf both chicks hatch, they just go at 
each other. They'll peck each others’ 
eyes out—they’re vicious,” he said. “By 


Grant helps top dinosaur expert develop 
advanced palaeontology lab at U of A 


DEREK LARSON 
News Writer 


Even before Jurassic Park, dinosaurs 
had been the breadwinners of the pal- 
aeontological community, and one of 
this year’s Tier One Canadian Research 
Chairs is no exception. 

The federal government, through 
the Canadian Research Chair pro- 
gram, has given Dr Philip J Currie of 
the University of Alberta $1.4 million 
over seven years to study the pre- 
historic beasts. Currie, professor in 
the Biological Sciences Department 
as of October of this year and for- 
merly of the Royal Tyrell Museum in 
Drumheller, couldn't be happier. 

“I'm very pleased that I was able 
to capture one of these [Canadian 
Research Chairs], and the budgets 
that go with it,” said Currie. “It’s a 
pretty good indication that the federal 
government ... is pretty serious about 
trying to keep scientists in Canada and 
to improve what's being done in the 
country.” 

Canada’s foremost dinosaur expert, 
Currie is also one of the most well- 
know palaeontologists in the world, 
specializing in theropod (meat-eating) 
dinosaurs. 


His popularity is evident in his 
schedule. Currently in the midst of a 
European lecture tour, he has already 
visited Sweden, Switzerland and Italy, 
and he plans to visit Spain as well. 

But no matter how far afield he tray- 
els, this world-renowned palaeontolo- 
gist has decided to come to the U of A 
to set up shop permanently. 

With his research money, Currie 
plans to build one of the most 
advanced palaeontology laboratories 
in the world, including equipment for 
CAT scanning and 3D imaging. With 
the lab, he'll be better able to study 
features of bones and how they relate 
to other bones, allowing for a better 
understanding of how dinosaurs lived, 
moved, and grew over time. 

“Tl have the opportunity to set up a 
lab to teach the next generation of pal- 
aeontologists working on dinosaurs 
the latest techniques,” said Currie. 

And for all the projects that he’s 
working on, he’ll needa lab anda small 
team of students. Recently working on 
everything from Mongolian dinosaurs 
to small theropod dinosaurs to feath- 
ered dinosaurs, Currie has had to focus 
his energy on particular fields. 

“[I've been] working a lot this year 
on tyrannosaurs, because with the 


100th anniversary of Tyrannosaurus 
rex and Albertosaurus [this year], I 
had a whole series of papers I had to 
finish off on that,” Currie said, adding 
that he is currently writing a descrip- 
tion of what could be the largest T-rex 
ever found. 

“The next step we're going to go on 
this is starting to look at the mechanics 
of the skull and how the skull moves,” 
he said. “If you don’t have some give in 
the skull, then I think you have a much 
better chance of breaking teeth and 
things like that, so there is presumably 
a way that we can model this and test 
it and see what kind of stresses are put 
on the jaws and the teeth themselves 
and see if, in fact, all that [movement] 
has something to do with solving the 
problem of breaking teeth.” 

But Dr Currie has not spent the 
entirety of his two months here at the 
U of A designing his new lab, care- 
fully observing fossils, and writing an 
endless stream of scientific papers. 

“We took out a bone [from the 
shores of the North Saskatchewan 
river] the other day, the day we left for 
Sweden, actually,” said Currie. “But it 
looks like there are more bones there, 
so we'll have to see next year what ‘it 
leads to.” 


LAUREN JENNINGS 
WON’T SOMEBODY THINK OF THE CHILDREN? Dr Samantha Nutt of War Child, the latest speaker in the Students’ 


Union’s Revolutionary Speakers Series, enlightened last night’s Myer Horowitz audience on issues surrounding global 
conflict, the international arms trade, and how people can ensure they aren’t supporting the war industry. 


scrapping, there’s an increased chance 
that both of them will get injured.” 

Boyce noted that in nests with only 
one egg, chicks are 15 per cent more 
likely to complete their migration 
route from WBNP to Aransas National 
Wildlife Refuge in Texas. 

Despite the programme's initial 
successes, Boyce foresees more diffi- 
culty in store for whooping cranes. He 
pointed out that Parks Canada would 
prefer that no more egg-collecting 
occurs in the future. Although this is 
not an immediate concern, as there 
is no need at present to collect more 
eggs, Boyce believes that it’s necessary 
for Parks Canada to remain flexible to 
the idea in the future. 

“It’s easy to imagine, for example, 
that we might have avian flu get into 
one of the flocks and wipe them out, 
in which case it would be important 


to be able to restock that area. So 
there may be, in the future, sometime 
that we do need to reinstate the egg- 
collection programme.” 

Boyce explained that Parks Canada 
wants to keep disturbances associated 
with egg-collection—including heli- 
copter flights over nesting areas—to 
a minimum. Although he doesn’t 
fundamentally disagree with Parks 
Canada’s policies, he believes that 
policies should be evaluated on a case- 
by-case basis. 

“Parks management philosophy is 
to allow natural ecological processes 
to run their course with minimal 
human intervention,” he explained. 
“But prevention of extinction for 
endangered species = sometimes 
requires more direct management 
intervention, whooping cranes being 
a case in point.” 


Tell us about your 
volunteer work! 


BEYOND THESE HALLS 


COMMUNITY SERVICE 
RECOGNITION PROGRAM 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA SENATE 


Visit the Beyond These Halls Web site: 


www.ualberta.ca/beyondthesehalls 


www.tru.ca/mba 


THOMPSON RIVERS 


TRU’s MBA Edge 


e Designed for recent university graduates 
with minimal work experience 


e Ahighly applied 16-month program with 
an emphasis on international business, 
applications of technology in the workplace 
and opportunities for international exposure. 


e New MBA facilities are among the best in 
the country, and faculty are highly qualified 
with diverse business backgrounds. 


e Located in Kamloops, BC where an affordable 
lifestyle and beautiful surroundings enhance 
your educational experience. 


For more information or to receive an application package, 
please call 250.377.6176 or email mhohner@tru.ca 
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Compiled by Ross Prusakowski 


Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday in the Council Chambers in 
University Hallat 6pm. Council meetings 
are open to all students. The next meet- 
ing will be held on Tuesday, 6 December. 


FALL-TERM STRETCH RUN 

While their counterparts in federal poli- 
tics were hitting the hustings of a fresh 
election campaign, student politicians 
settled in for their second-last meeting 
of the fall semester. They were met with 
both a full agenda and council chambers 
as the petition question backlog from 
the past month had slowed Students’ 
Council to a crawl. 

However, before Council could rem- 
edy this legislative logjamthey were 
given their annual presentation from 
U of A Provost and Vice-President 
(Academic) Dr Carl Amrhein on tuition, 
which he noted would be increasing 
6.4 per cent for the 2006/07 academic 
year (for more information, see story on 
page 1). 


BACK ON PAPER AGAIN 

After devoting an hour to Dr Amrhein’s 
presentation, councilors were - still 
unable to shake their petition plague, 
as a ruling from the Discipline, 
Interpretation and Enforcement (DIE) 
Board required them to reconsider 
twelve previously proposed petitions 
questions that they initially rejected as 
dilatory. Based on the DIE board ruling, 
while Council can label proposed ques- 
tions as being in bad faith, and then 
refuse to endorse those questions, they 
have to consider the questions individ- 
ually, rather than rejecting all questions 
submitted by a particular student, as 
they had earlier. 

During its reconsideration of the 
twelve proposed questions, Council 
threw way four questions that it consid- 
ered to be proposed in bad faith, while 
three of the questions were declared 
illegal because they contravened fed- 
eral or provincial statutes or SU bylaws. 
While having to consider these pro- 
posed questions provoked some lighter 
moments—including allusions to the 
DIE Board ruling, which contained the 
phrase “implosion of the organiza- 
tion’—Council spent a fair amount of 
time looking at the proposals. 

The process to defeat a question is 


elaborate and time consuming, and 
Council undertook a debate on each of 
the proposed questions. While for the 
most part these debates were relatively 
quick, Law Councilor Kyle Kawanami 
continually warned his fellow members 
to draw the distinction between ques- 
tions that were “stupid” and ones that 
had been put forward in bad faith. 

The five questions that were 
approved to go to petition ask if stu- 
dents support eliminating the SU’s 
plebiscite and referendum process 
altogether, eliminating all dedicated 
fees the SU currently collects (including 
the Gateway Student Journalism Fund), 
requiring that the SU only collect or 
approve fees where student control 
of the fee recipient corresponds to 
the financial contribution, electing 
the two student representatives on 
the University’s Board of Governors to 
overlapping two-year terms, and bar- 
ring the SU from referring to itself by 
anything other than its full legal name 
(The Students’ Union, the University of 
Alberta). 


THREE STRIKES, IT’S OUT? 

After having to reconsider the twelve 
proposed questions, Council was asked 
for a third time to consider a petition 


question calling for SU bars to charge 
$2 for a pint of beer. Andrew Langstone, 
the student proposing the motion as a 
promotion to attract people into the 
campus bars, appeared before Council 
to defend the proposal and his intent in 
proposing the question. 

Once again, this proposed ques- 
tion was challenged by Vice-President 
(Operations and Finance) Jason Tobias, 
who said this motion was illegal under 
Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission 
guidelines regarding the promotion 
of public intoxication. This time Tobias 
came equipped with a letter from the 
Chair of the University’s Alcohol Policy 
Review Committee that said pricing like 
this would promote public intoxication. 

Rather than being forced to make 
a third decision on a point of order 
on whether the question was legal, 
Speaker Greg Harlow put the question 
back to Council and asked that coun- 
cilors decide once and for all if this pro- 
posal was legal. This provoked a flurry 
of debate and opinions on if the letter 
from the University was enough reason 
for Council to reject the question. In the 
end, Council decided the letter wasn’t 
enough, by a vote of 12-11. 

Medicine and Dentistry councilor 
Suneil Khanna then raised the point that 


this would be in breach of the SU’s fidu- 
ciary obligation. Here, Harlow paused 
to listen and take councilors’ input 
and thoughts on whether this was the 
case before he ruled that the point of 
order was well taken and removed the 
question. This ruling was challenged 
by Science councilor Sylvia Shamanna, 
who thought that tossing the question 
was unfair to the member who had pro- 
posed. three similar questions and had 
not received a clear answer. 

Council rejected this challenge, but 
not before the Speaker and more than 
a few councilors expressed dismay that 
current SU bylaws don’t allow Council 
to set aside proposed questions and get 
legal opinions on them. 

Council was then forced to reconvene 
elsewhere—because of a 10pm limit 
on its use of Council Chambers—to 
approve six additional questions that 
remained on the order paper, and 
needed to be approvedibythe end of the 
meeting, according to bylaw. However, 
as they lost members in the transi- 
tion between meeting places and fell 
below quorum, Council moved to defer 
adjournment until tonight at 6pm so 
they could reconvene to vet the remain- 
ing petition questions and still remain 
within the requirements of bylaw. 


On Monday, the 
Liberal government 
ras defeated by a non- 

confidence motion in 
the House of Commons, 
setting the stage for a 23 
January election. 


Do you support the 
non-confidence motion, 
and do you plan to 
vote? 
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Ryan Stempfle 
Pharmacy | 


| think it’s important that somebody 
new comes in and that things start to 
go ina different direction after what's 
happened. ... Yeah, | think I’m gonna vote. 
| think it’s a great opportunity for me to 
enforce my opinion, even though it’s in 
mass numbers, my voice can somewhat 
be heard. Otherwise, | haven’t given it a 
great deal of thought as of yet. 


STREETERS 


Samantha Wilson 
Science II 


Honestly, | don’t really care too much. 
| probably won't vote. Maybe years 
down the road | would, but right now | 
wouldn't. | don’t knowenough about it; 
'm uninformed. 


Kim Wong 
Science II 


Actually, I'm not from Alberta, so | won't 
be voting, because | can’t. | haven't been 
following it, to be honest with you. 


Compiled and photographed by Chloé Fedio andAleenaReitsma 


Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 4:30pm 


Lister Office: Tuesday and Thursday, 3:00pm to 7:00pm 


0-26 SUB | 492.4086 


CSD@su.ualberta.ca | www.su.ualberta.ca/csd. 


David Cinats 
Sciencelll 


| do support the non-confidence vote. 
| think that, based on the recent find- 
ings from the Gomery inquiry, | think 
the Liberals need to be held accountable 
for their actions. Even if there’s another 
minority government that’s elected, | 
think it would be good to shake things 
up at bit. 


Register today! 


780-378-5353 


_ CST Information Session 

_ Mon. Dec. 5 * 7:00— 9:00 
~ Room WB210, NAIT HP 
_ 10504 Princess Elizabett 


Get out in front 


Get a head start on an in-demand NAIT diploma 

this winter. Our Computer Systems Technology 

(CST) full-time program puts you in the lead with: 

small classes for individual attention 

e relevant curriculum that combines theory with 
hands-on practice 

© numerous co-op employment opportunities 

¢ a broad base of the practical, industry-related 
skills employers want. 


Choose from two winter start dates: 
January 6, 2006 or 
February 6, 2006 


For more information: 
www.nait.ca/programs/cst 
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If you have given your 
time to campus or the 
community, you may be 


eligible for a Students 
Union Award 


It’s PAYBACK | IME 
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_ Application deadline is 
January 25, 2006 
Applications available at all Info 
Booths, Faculty Offices, 


2-900 SUB and online at 


www.su.ualberta.ca/awards 


For more information contact 


4.92-4236 or ea@su.ualberta.ca 
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TWU votes to allow 
on-campus dancing 


KRISTIN OSTENSEN 
Mars’ Hill 


LANGLEY, BC (CUP)—In a contro- 
versial ruling, the Trinity Western 
University Board of Governors has 
decided that students will soon be 
allowed to participate in social dances 
on campus. 

As of January, the Responsibilities of 
Membership (ROM) for students will 
no longer state that “social dancing is 
not permitted on campus, nor may 
dances be sponsored by University or 
student groups.” 


“Tm really reserved. 
Guidelines for dancing 
would help, but it 
could lead to a slippery 
slope.” 


JONATHAN KRISTJANSSON, 
TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
FRESHMAN 


In replacement of that clause, there 
will be a policy that governs on- 
campus social dancing, said Dr Ken 
Kush, Trinity Western’s Vice-President 
(Student Life), who explained that 
although this new policy has been 
approved by the board, it still “needs 
to be edited.” The Board of Governors 
will ratify the policy at its February 
meeting. 

These changes came as a result of 
a proposal made by the University’s 
Student Association president, Jamie 
Woller, and its senior representative, 
Jeremy Vallerand, last year. Woller 
explained that the idea for a proposal 
came out of an event that the student 
association held last year called “Club 
Froshmore,” that mimicked a club 
atmosphere, complete with music and 
dancing. 

“Some said it’s good that we have 


events where we can express our- 
selves. Others said it’s breaking com- 
munity standards,” said Woller of the 
reactions to such an event on campus, 
adding that the intention was to create 
a controlled environment that every- 
one could enjoy. 

He and Vallerand created a proposal 
to have swing dancing at the spring 
formal, but it was rejected by Kush on 
the grounds of the ROM. They then 
began to work with him to create a 
proposal to change the ROM. 

The board first changed the dancing 
policy in the early 1990s, when the 
ROM was amended to allow for social 
dancing off campus. 

In drafting the new proposal, Woller 
and Vallerand looked at the policies of 
schools in the Council for Christian 
Colleges and Universities (CCCU) that 
allow dancing. 

“The rationale [behind the pro- 
posal] was that a lot of other uni- 
versities were able to find complete 
enjoyment out of dancing, and it 
didn’t have to be a strict no-dancing 
policy,” said Woller. 

The dean of students, Sheldon 
Loeppky, also helped to develop the 
proposal, and Kush took it to the 
board last April, arguing in support of 
the student association. 

Woller said he found the admin- 
istration “incredibly easy to work 
with;” however, both Kush and 
Woller acknowledged that this change 
will not be appreciated by everyone. 

“There may be elements within 
our community that will regret this 
change,” said Kush. 

“Tm really reserved,” said freshman 
Jonathan Kristjansson. “Guidelines for 
dancing would help, but it could lead 
to a slippery slope.” 

But Kate Corkum, a sophomore, 
supports the idea of change. 

“A lot of students dance,” she said. 
“If they were able to do it on campus, 
it would give them more freedom.” 

“Tt’s all part of an evolution,” added 
Kush. “Things change.” 
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MCGILL MAY FACE RIGHTS COMPLAINT 
AS MUSLIMS PRAY IN SNOW 
MONTREAL (CUP)—Aftersevenmonths 
without a place to pray on campus, the 
Muslim Students’ Association (MSA) 
at McGill will take its case against the 
University to the Québec Commission 
des droits de la personne et des droits 
de la jeunesse. 

The Commission is charged with 
upholding the principles of the Charter 
of Human Rights and Freedoms in 
Québec. The Canadian Council on 
American-lslamic Relations (CAIR-CAN), 
a national advocacy group, will launch 
the complaint on behalf of the MSA. 

The MSA believes that a section of the 
Québec Charter of Human Rights, which 
requires institutions to accommodate 
people with religious needs, mandates 
that McGill provide a prayer space. 

“It’s come to a point where it’s clear 
that the University is not able to work the 
issue out,” said Halima Mautbur, human 
rights coordinator for CAIR-CAN, point- 
ing out that the organization's request 
to be part of negotiations between 
McGill and the MSA was refused by the 
University. 

However, McGill’s Vice-Principal 
(Communications) Jennifer Robinson 
said the MSA doesn’t speak for all 
Muslim students on campus, pointing 
to the Ismaili Muslim students, who 
have an off-campus prayer space. 

“TThe MSA] wants special treatment; 
they want special privileges,” she said. 

Muslim students have been praying 
outdoors since they were evicted from 
their space in the basement of Peterson 
Hall last May, though some have moved 
inside since the snowfall. 

Josh Ginsberg, the McGill Daily 


MCGILLINTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
COULD SUE OVER TUITION FEES 
MONTREAL (CUP)—International 
students may be able to sue McGill 
University for charging them more 
in tuition than the provincial govern- 
ment allows, according to a legal opin- 
ion obtained by Le Délit Francais, the 
University’s French-language student 


newspaper. The written opinion states 
that students could claim both the 
excess tuition charges and interest on 
those charges. 

Lawyer Michael Bergman also 
informed Le Délit Francais that students 
would have a case for suing the govern- 
ment for failing to enforce the tuition 
fee regulations it has set. 

International undergraduate tuition 
in several faculties at McGill is currently 
deregulated and above the govern- 
ment cap. For instance, although the 
government-imposed cap on Arts stu- 
dents’ tuition fees is $335.61 per credit, 
international undergraduates in McGill's 
Faculty of Arts pay $399. This figure does 
not include ancillary fees. 

Aaron Donny-Clark, Vice-President 
(External) of the McGill Students’ Society, 
said that although Bergman's response 
to the question is “very interesting,” he 
has yet to confirm that it is entirely accu- 
rate, because Bergman did not examine 
the documents that describe the trans- 
fer of grants and subsidies from the 
Québec government to McGill. 

But Elaina Zendegui, a psychology 
student from the United States, said she 
would be unlikely to get on board with 
a group lawsuit, explaining that even 
though her tuition is deregulated, it’s 
still much less than she would be paying 
at a comparable American university. 

Erika Meere, CUP Québec Bureau Chief 


ACADIA AGREES TO MATCH ALBERTA 
CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

OTTAWA (CUP)—Acadia University in 
Nova Scotiaistaking Alberta’s Centennial 
Scholarship one step further by subsidiz- 
ing recipients’ residence costs. 

Starting in September 2006, 25 stu- 
dents in each province and territory will 
receive $2005 from the Alberta govern- 
ment. Acadia students who receive the 
scholarship will receive an equal amount 
towards residence accommodations. 

Alberta Premier Ralph Klein unveiled 
the scholarship on 21 November 
Ottawa as a goodwill gesture towards 
Canadians, and to commemorate the 
province's centennial anniversary. 

Acadia does not know how many stu- 
dents with the Centennial Scholarship 
will apply for their university and be eli- 
gible for the residence credit. According 
to Scott Roberts, communications direc- 
tor at Acadia, the University has not set a 
limit on how many students will be able 


FINAL EXAMS POWERED BY CRAM DUNK 


Caffeine and Sugar 


Cram Dunk will be open Dec 9 at 7:00 a.m. 
to Dec 22 at 5:30 p.m. inclusive. 


to apply. 

Acadia currently has a high residence 
vacancy rate, with accommodations 
costing between $7000 and $7500. 

Ryan Conrad, President of the Acadia 
Students’ Union, said at Acadia’s Board 
of Governors meeting earlier this year 
that the excess residence rooms should 
be provided free of charge or discounted 
for students who are unable to pay for 
the cost of living. 

“The rooms are [available], so you 
might as well fill them,” said Conrad. 

William Wolfe-Wylie and Nadya Bell, 

CUP Atlantic and Ottawa Bureau Chiefs 


UBC EXCEEDS KYOTO’S EXPECTATIONS 
VANCOUVER (CUP)—In 2006, UBC will 
become the first university in Canada 
to meet the Kyoto Protocol's goals. As 
per the agreement, UBC will reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions by six per 
cent from 1990 levels. 


UBC's drive for ca tainability 
began-over ten ‘cars former 
UBC President David Strangway signed 
the Talloires and Halifax Declarations. 

As a result of these declarations, UBC 
began Ecotrek, Canada’s largest univer- 
sity energy and water retrofit program, 
in order to save energy, reduce green- 
house gas emissions and promote a 
more efficient campus. 

The project is slated for completion 
next year, and involves retrofitting all 
buildings, old and new. Air, heating and 
lighting systems have been upgraded in 
ordertodecrease energy use andincrease 
cost savings. To date, UBC has decreased 
water use by 30 per cent and energy use 
by 20 per cent from 1998 levels. 

Aside from physical upgrades, the 
sustainability office has also sought 
to change the behaviours of students, 
faculty and staff on campus. The cam- 
paign to remind people to shut off lights 
and computers in buildings after use 
has been very successful, saving over 
$75 ooo annually. A universal bus pass pro- 
gram has also reduced the use of single- 
occupancy vehicles at UBC dramatically, 
resulting in reduced CO2 emissions. 

The large price tag on the Ecotrek 
project—$35 million for all buildings on 
campus—will be paid back by energy 
savings. UBC is currently saving $2.5 mil- 
lion annually from the upgrades, and has 
also received $6 million in funding from 
BC Hydro for the project. 

Claudia Li, the Ubyssey 
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»/ PREP 101 Helping university students 


Your Competitive Edge since 1999 


Prep Sessions customized to your exact course in: 


Bio 107 Econ 101 

Bio 207 Math 100 
Biochem 200 Math 113/114 
Chem 101/103 §Math120/125 

Chem 161/261 Physl 210 


In each of our Prep Sessions, you get: 


e Classroom instruction from an COURSE BOOKLET 


expert instructor 
e Key concepts concisely and 


e Thorough review of thoroughly summarized 


exam-style questions 
e Many exam-style questions with 


Take-home practice questions step-by-step solutions 


with solutions posted online 
e Study list of must-know 


Study tips and exam-writing concepts 
strategies 7 


Space is limited. Register today and reserve a spot at: 


www.prep101.com 
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Buying for the Bratz 


Ir’s THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN, when parents 
have to worry about their children’s Christmas wish 
list. While the Xbox 360 seems to be the new Furby, 
provoking parents to fistfight at the local Toys R Us 

for the coveted gaming console, there’s another toy 
on the list that will create headaches just as easily. 
Prominent on most girls’ wish lists is the abominable 
attack on the feminist movement known as the Bratz 
dolls. 

It’s not surprising that the Bratz dolls, with their 
botoxed lips and belly-shirts, are quite popular with 
the Nickelodeon demographic. They seem to be the 
perfect product for the post-literate tweener genera- 
tion. Their mantra, “Passion for fashion,” is unapolo- 
getically frivolous and trivial, yet so perfect for those 
weaned on Britney Spears. And to emphasize how 
“hip” they are, they also use annoying spelling varia- 
tions for their names such as “Meygan,” “Cloe” and 
“Roxxi.” 

Even worse is that the company that created the 
original Bratz dolls has edged one step further in the 
direction of pedophilia by coming out with Bratz 
Babyz. The tacky abuse of the letter z is the least of 
its crimes. Dressed in scandalously tight t-shirts, and 
accessorized with bottle-shaped bling, I couldn't help 
but wonder if these dolls are meant to promote a 
future in prostitution, or at the very least, night-vision 
home videos. 

Of course, all this about Bratz dolls made me 
wonder: what happened to my childhood staple, 
Barbie? If the Bratz dolls are the Paris Hiltons of plastic 
figurines, then Barbie is the Madonna: seasoned, 
ageless and fiercely independent. Really, you just can’t 
find dolls as wholesome as Barbie nowadays. 

Admittedly, Barbie had her flaws, too. Her tiny 
waist might have inspired unrealistic expectations and 
sparked many cases of anorexia and bulimia. Girls 
probably drenched their hair in peroxide because of 
her, and her weakness for pink convertibles probably 
didn’t do the environment any favours. But at least 
Barbie was more than just a spoiled brat wielding 
daddy’s credit card. 

Disproportionate figure and ghastly affinity to any- 
thing pink aside, there was more to Barbie than her 
perennial prom queen disposition. Barbie was a pretty 
cool and accomplished chick, too. She was a presiden- 
tial candidate, an astronaut, a doctor, a vet and even 
a military medic. But when times were bad, Barbie 
was willing to exchange her pricey designer duds for 
a McDonalds uniform and work the deep fryer like 
nobody’s business. 

She obviously did her job(s) very well, as she and 
her family could afford to live comfortably in the 
Dream House. When she wasn't busy pretending to 
be the sugar plum princess, she balanced her life by 
spending time with her multi-ethnic friends, and 
unselfishly taking care of her younger sisters, includ- 
ing Kelly, whom, I suspect, was a little hell-spawn 
who wouldn't hesitate to touch Barbie’s expensive 
shoes with her jam-covered paws. 

Also, like any forward-thinking woman, Barbie 
wasn't afraid to dump her boyfriend of 43 years right 
before Valentine’s Day. Personally, I think it’s about 
time. One clearly can’t find happiness with a man 
who has an identical lower body, or worse, who's 
a never-nude. Blaine, her latest Australian boogie- 
boarder boy-toy is, in many ways, a step up from 
Ken—as in he might actually bend at the knees. 

All of these are positive attributes that all girls 
should learn and honestly, where else can you look for 
such positive female virtues. Look, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton isn’t going teach girls how to properly apply 
blue eyeshadow, and it’s not as if Oprah can share 
such life-affirming stories as living in a pink-themed 
Dream House. What can real life businesswomen, 
such as Meg Whiteman, the president and CEO of 
eBay, teach us that Barbie can’t? 

While this isn’t an outright condemnation of dolls, 
there must be better, more constructive, toys that girls 
can play and grow up with. Though dolls are merely 
toys for the odd tea party guest, the Bratz’ outright fri- 
volity and vacuous nature does more harm than good. 

Actually, I sincerely hope that your parents win 
that fight in front of Toys R Us, because the Xbox 360 
might actually be an improvement over these dolls. As 
least navigating through Call of Duty 2 might improve 
you hand-eye coordination and physical dexterity. 

You'll probably end up being fat, though. 


IRIS TSE 
Design & Production Editor 


LETTERS 


Who approved the royal 
carpets? 


While reading the Gateway | was 
disappointed when | found out that 
someone hadstolentwocarpets out 
of NREF (Re: “Bagging the carpet,” 
29 November). | was then shocked 
to find out that they were worth 
$2000. | had no idea carpets were so 
expensive. Admittedly, these were 
huge carpets, measuring a stagger- 
ing 9 by 4 feet, and they also had the 
custom-embroidered engineering 
logo on them, to serve as another 
subliminal reminder that the world 
revolves around us engineers. 

| want to know why such an 
expense exists when campus is 
already complaining about rising 
costs and a huge debt? Perhaps 
you'll claim it’s to reduce student 
depression by exposing us to their 
magnificence, but if that’s the case, 
ll want you to explain NREF and 
its strikingly similar appearance to 
Shawshank prison. 

No, | expect it’s simply a case of 
irresponsible spending. Perhaps it’s 
time to look around for other such 
examples of mishandled _ tuition. 
(Indoor heated door handles 
perhaps?) 

Until then I'll treat those car- 
pets with a little more respect, and 
maybe wipe my muddy feet on 
something a little less expensive, 
like a computer. 


ADAM SHYPANSKI 
Engineering lt 


Mike Smith doesn't see 
the whole picture 


Mike Smith takes issue with the SEE/ 
Vue piece by Gateway writer Patrick 
Ross (Re: “Patrick Ross needs to do 
some research before writing,” 22 
November). “Before you make judg- 
ments on this situation,” says Mr 
Smith, “you may want to do a bit 
more research.” 

So might you, Mr Smith. 

It surely wasn’t research that led 
you to accuse SEE of “pumping in 
American stories and content.” As 
is typical, the most recent issue of 
SEE featured only two articles from 
American sources—a syndication 
piece on freedom of the press in 
Ukraine and Dan Savage's alt-sex 
advice column. That’s two of 38 
articles. Of the remainder, only one 
(Josey Vogel’s column) came from 
a non-local source. That means, Mr 
Smith, that more than go per cent 
of our pieces came from local writ- 
ers. You could argue, | suppose, that 
three of our other features come 
from south of the border, but I'm 
not sure that our crossword puzzle 
or the cartoons Red Meat and Tom 
the Dancing Bug can be shown to 
be advancing a corporate agenda. 

Mr Smith is arguing that because 
there is corporate ownership, there 
must be corporate control of edito- 
rial direction. He doesn’t marshal 
any proof, and he certainly hasn't 
quizzed us about it, but he’s con- 
vinced all the same. | could likewise 
claim that because Vue is printed by 
the Edmonton Sun, the mega-corp 
that owns that paper must exert 
an influence on what Vue can or, 
more specifically, can’t write about. 
However, inasmuch as that relation- 
ship might look suspicious (and per- 


In wake of secular activists recently insisting on a more 

“politically correct” title for the “Holiday Tree,” several 

suggestions have been made to include non-Christians 
in celebrating the spirit of the holidays... 


Chanukah Chia 


Festivus Fern 


haps hypocritical), suspicion does 
not a vector of influence make, and | 
prefer to give my colleagues at Vue 
the benefit of the doubt. 

The fact is that I've never been 
contacted by anyone from Hollinger, 
directly or indirectly. Moreoever, I've 
never received editorial direction 
from our local owners either. All of 
the decisions about what goes in 
the paper come from the people 
who work in our office, here in 
Edmonton. 

The only people outside of the 
SEE office who offer opinions on our 
content and direction are our free- 
lancers and our readers, and that, | 
reckon, is the way it should be. 


KEVIN WILSON 
Editor, See Magazine 


CaPS article biased and 
uninformative 


It's unfortunate that Derek Larson's 
article, “U of A gets low grades for 
helping students find jobs” (24 
November), fails to be an_infor- 
mative, balanced or thoroughly 
researched story. 

The report card, published by the 
Strategic Counsel in association 
with studentawards.com, _ inter- 
viewed a mere 1482 U of A-stu- 
dents about their perceptions of 
the University. Larson chooses to 
dwell entirely on the C- for “assis- 
tance with locating part-time jobs,” 
rather than informing the readers 
about the facts surrounding the 
survey. He fails to mention that 
the U of A was rated third overall, 
and that the U of A also received an 
A- for “reputation of the University 
among employers.” 

Larson also writes an unbalanced 
article. Not only does he mislead 
readers with a false headline and 
opening paragraph, he demon- 
strates his bias by choosing to pres- 
ent the U of A's grade for “assistance 
with locating part-time jobs” as a 
grade that holds second last place 
compared to other institutions. 
Alternately, he could have used the 
equally true statement that the U of 
A was tied for third place with four 
other universities. 

Larson also failed to do his 


research—the Students’ Union 
has recently completed their own 
survey that includes a study of stu- 
dent services. This survey reports 
that students are aware of Career 
and Placement Services (CaPS) and 
think highly of their services. 

The article only resulted in confu- 
sion and a misrepresentation of the 
facts. 


WENDY COFFIN 
Director 
Career and Placement Services 


Students’ Council an 
essential organization 


| sympathize with Spence Nichol’s 
frustration (Re: “A proposal for 
another serious Students’ Council 
petition question,” 29 November) 
but | will defend Students’ Council, 
not, as Mr Nichol predicts, by 
arguing democratic _ principles, 
but with two far more practical 
considerations. 

Mr Nichol makesa valid point that 
Council debate is sometimes long 
and tedious, and that the benefits 
of bureaucratic reform are often not 
immediately obvious. Nevertheless, 
Council and its subcommittees per- 
form a number of essential tasks. 
The Audit Committee, for instance, 
reviews the dedicated fees students 
pay to CJSR, APIRG, Student Legal 
Services and our beloved Gateway 
to ensure that these organizations 
aren't misspending these funds. 
Some committees create policy 
that directs the advocacy efforts 
of the executive, while others are 
responsible for the dispersal of stu- 
dent monies (such as CREF, Legacy 
Fund and Student Groups fund). 
Why does this matter? If student 
councilors didn’t do this work, 
Students’ Union staff would, and 
you'd have to pay Students’ Union 
employees. Ignoring the argument 
that it’s perhaps important for stu- 
dents to have input into how their 
student organization is run, the 
status quo is much cheaper. 

Second, and perhaps more 
important, section 95(1) of the Post- 
Secondary Learning Act requires 
that “the business and affairs of a 
student organization of a public 


Kwanzaa Cactus 


Canadian Christmas Tree 


thos 


postsecondary institution must 
be managed by a council.” Thus, 
getting rid of Students’ Council is 
illegal. lf Mr Nichol wants to get rid 
of Students’ Council, he should con- 
tact the Learning Minister, not bring 
a petition before Students’ Council, 
since we follow provincial law as a 
general rule. 


BRYCE KUSTRA 
Students’ Council Arts Councilor 


Gateway fails in its 
responsibility to cover 
student issues 


On 24 November, | organized a 
campus-wide Drag Show, and 
there were huge issues that | 
encountered. 

For starters, there were a few 
buildings that wouldn’t let me 
put up my posters for the event. 
The Business building _ initially 
wouldn't even approve my post- 
ers. They said “due to the content 
and nature of the show” it would 
be inappropriate. | told them that 
the whole reason we were having 
the show was to combat such atti- 
tudes, and if the poster had said, 
“Hot and hung gay men fucking 
live on stage,” | would have under- 
stood. Also, there was one location 
(Education) in which | replaced a 
poster four times in one day. 

| then. went to the Gateway, 
thinking a campus-wide, issue-ori- 
ented, mass-produced piece of lit- 
erature could spread the word and 
let people know what’s happening 
on campus. 

However, at the Gateway offices 
| was met with confusion and a 
“pass-the-buck-to-the-next-guy” 
type of an attitude—so | e-mailed 
the three separate people | was told 
to contact, wrote an article, gave 
the event info, and gave my contact 
info. Not one person responded, or 
got in contact with me. 

What bothers me the most 
is | planned, implemented, and 
carried-out a campus-wide event, 
and not one mention of this event 
in a newspaper that is meant to be 
for students about students here at 
the U of A. 
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Edmontons a dirty whore—but I love her 


JOSH 
KJENNER 


Edmonton is basically one giant 
suburb. 


That's the best I’ve been able to 
come with when describing my home 
city to people that I’ve met. Like a 
bowl of ice cream without the cherry; 
like a hockey season without any 
playoffs; like sex without a degrading 
facial at the end; Edmonton is a whole 
bunch of houses, malls, bike paths and 
hobos that just happen to be situated 
relatively close to one another. It’s not 
really a city; it’s incomplete. 

Before Bill Smith drunkenly crawls 
out of the dumpster he’s been living in 
since losing last year’s election and, in 
true Edmonton form, stabs me to death, 
I'd like to clarify something: I don’t just 
like this city. I feel the same way about 
Edmonton as I do about the emerging 
mustache trend: I love it (despite the 
fact it makes me feel a little gay). 

Saying the above is akin to telling 
your girlfriend she’s a fat ugly whore 
and then rationalizing it by telling her 
that’s what you like about her, but it’s 
the truth. I like the fact that Edmonton 
isn’t a typical big city, and I think that 
more people would feel the same way 
I did if we embraced this instead of 


“Edmonton isn't a stud, but he’s not a retarded 
drunken hobo, either. That's Thunder Bay. I think 
that everyone (including himself) would like 
Edmonton much more if he ditched the sleeveless 
Armani Exchange tee and just got his fucking 


millwright ticket.” 


trying to fight it. 

Mainly because Im very lonely 
and don’t have any friends, but par- 
tially because it helps to illustrate my 
point, I like to think of cities as people. 
Toronto is the rich-kid valedictorian 
that beats up-his lats in the morning 
and hippies at night. Montréal is the 
bilingual vegan in the ironic $4 vin- 
tage tee and the hilariously un-ironic 
$300 jeans that pretentiously scoffs at 
people for reasons even she isn’t sure 
of anymore. Calgary is basically Nick 
Lachey, and Edmonton is a dude who 
just got his grade 12 and is working 
for now, but is thinking about maybe 
getting his millwright ticket. 

He might not be too flashy, but aside 
from his strange proclivity for stabbing 
things, he's a pretty solid dude. At least 
he is until he goes to High Grade, buys 
an Energie shirt and trades in his F-150 
for a Supra because he wants to try to 
be Toronto's buddy, or bang Montréal. 
Then Edmonton is a fucking loser. 

I think an example of this is 
Edmonton’s LRT—building it was the 
municipal equivalent of buying an 
Energie shirt. I think that public transit 
is great, but really, what business did a 


city that had only 475 000 residents 
have with an LRT? It’s ridiculous, and 
it seems that the driving force behind 
creating it wasn’t necessity, but that 
“big cities” ought to have rail transit. 

I don’t think that Edmonton should 
stop trying to improve itself. Urban 
sprawl, downtown, and, of course, 
the fact that we have 6.2 million stab- 
bings per year are all issues that need 
addressing, and progress on them 
should be applauded. What shouldn't 
be applauded is the continued belittle- 
ment of our city by people who com- 
pare it to places like Montréal that are 
four times as old and not located on 
the edge of oblivion. 

To return to the shitty people-city 
metaphor that I've been attempting to 
prop up this article with: Edmonton 
isn't a stud, but he’s not a retarded 
drunken hobo, either. That’s Thunder 
Bay. I think that everyone (including 
himself) would like Edmonton much 
moreifhe ditched the sleeveless Armani 
Exchange tee and just got his fucking 
millwright ticket. Which, in case you 
were wondering, is, in this particular 
metaphor, the municipal equivalent of 
building a giant robot battlezone. 


Media portrayal of Rolston’ murderers disgusting 


The Ten Commandants stated that 


“Thou shalt not kill.” While I hated 
that movie, and don't particularly 
care for Charlton Heston, I agree that 
the idea’s pretty good—our society 
wouldn't get far if we ran around 
killing each other blindly. Recently 
though, a murder was blindly com- 
mitted, and if Moses could see how 
the perpetrators were being morally 
defended, he’d be pissed off enough 
to douse the burning bush. 

By now, most people who read or 
watch local news have heard about 
the tragic death of Shane Rolston 
two weekends ago, which stunned 
the community of Sherwood Park. 
At a party, in a house that wasn’t his, 
Rolston responded to a knock on the 
door, only to be struck across the head 
with bats and metal pipes. He died of 
his injuries in hospital. The incident 
was about a missing cellphone. 

The five teenagers responsible for his 
death were charged with first-degree 
murder and assault with a weapon. 
In the Edmonton Journal last week, 
several people who knew the men 
described them with strong words. 

“It's terrible for them. They're 


good kids,” said a friend of the men. 
“They're just really beautiful kids and 
that’s no lie. Unfortunately, something 
happened that turned their world 
upside down,” said one of the fathers 
of the accused. Am I missing some- 
thing? Did they not just play a role in 
someone's death, acting on their own 
free will? 

After reading the entire article, I 
realized they were getting sympathy 
for their actions. It mentioned that one 
of them helped serve dinner to the 
homeless one Thanksgiving. They all 
played sports together, and hung out 
at parties. There was a picture of them 
sobbing, and smiling school photos. 
The accused were being made into 
victims. From reading this, it made it 
sound like these men were just plain 
unlucky to have been in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. With pipes 
and bear spray. 

Four of the five students were 18 
when the crime occurred, while the 
other one turned 18 the next day (and 
is charged as a youth). Once you turn 
18, youre no longer a child under 
Canadian Law, and the families and 
friends of the accused need to realize 
this. 

Yet, in the article, they're frequently 
referred to as kids. Long before you're 
of legal age, you're expected to be 
responsible for your own actions, and 
to understand that it’s wrong to assault 
and kill someone. This is brought to 
the attention of most of us by the time 
were five, and is definitely part of our 


character by 18. A family friend of one 
of the boys was paraphrased as saying 
that the men “were terrified to find 
themselves in custody charged with 
a serious crime.” It would seem that 
they're still oblivious to this fact. 

It’s understandable that their friends 
are distraught over their situation, but 
they should be sad over the choice 
their friends made, not with its con- 
sequences. Their sympathy should be 
towards the victim's family. It’s not 
terrible for the killers—it’s terrible for 
Shane Rolston and his family. 

This is partly the media’s fault. If 
they had just printed the facts about 
this issue, it would be difficult to come 
up with the same argument. Instead, 
we hear how the accused killers liked 
to shoot pool and play hockey. This 
is wrong; our emotions shouldn't be 
manipulated to create empathy for 
these adults who committed a murder 
over a missing cellphone. 

The responsibility of individuals 
for their actions is a hallmark of our 
society. As adult citizens, we agree 
to live by these responsibilities or 
face the consequences. Shane Rolston 
was acting as a designated driver that 
night; he was 17 and he understood 
his responsibilities. His murderers 
didn’t, and now they should pay. 

Moses yelled from his rocky plateau 
that, “Thou shalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain.” But it’s a 
goddamned shame that this innocent 
young man won't live to become an 
adult himself. 


LETTERS * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 

My biggest problem is that you can 
have full-page articles on bands no one 
has heard of, a front page story can be 
about a Lego-replica of a building, and 
a whole article on the life-threatening 
ass-crack issue in SUB, but you can't 
talk about a sold-out event right here 
on campus, mention that this campus 
is secretly homophobic or discuss that 
the “money-draining PowerPlant” was 
at capacity for the first time this year. 


SCASt As oor 3 i 


Everyone who was at the Drag Show 
had a fantastic time. With the success 
of the event, you might wonder why I’m 
so angry with this campus. Because it 
shouldn't be this hard to make an event 
like this happen. 


JEFF LYNCH 
Education Alumnus 


Letters to the editor should be dropped 
off at room 3-04 of the Students’ Union 
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Building, ore-mailedto opinion @gateway. 
ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity, and to refuse 
publication of any letter it deems racist, 
sexist, libellous or otherwise hateful in 
nature. 

Letters to the editor should be no longer 
than 350 words, and should include the 
name, student identification number, pro- 
gram and year of study of the author, to 
be considered for publication. 
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ARE YOU STRESSED OUT? 
WORRYING TOO MUCH? 


feeling anxious 

tense, on edge, or restless 
having difficulty concentrating 
feeling worn out 


You may have GENERALIZED ANXIETY DISORDER 


The Psychopharmacology Research Unit at the 
University of Alberta is conducting a clinical research 
study testing an experimental drug to find out if this drug 
may help people who have generalized anxiety disorder. 


To participate in this study call the 
Psychopharmacology Research Unit at 


407-3331 


SUPPLEMENTARY BURSARIES 


Full-time University of Alberta students experiencing a 
financial shortfall for the 2005/2006 academic year may be 
eligible for bursary assistance. 


On-line applications for Supplementary Bursaries will be 
available from December Ist, 2005 to January 16th, 2006 at: 


www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/ubef 


Supplementary Bursaries (SBs) are intended to 
provide financial aid to students experiencing a 
financial shortfall in the current academic year. 
They are designed to supplement students’ 
existing funds and not intended to fully fund 
students’ education. 


Information on emergency student loans 
and other bursary programs is also 
available on this website. 


UNIVERSITY BURSARIES AND 
EMERGENCY FUNDING (UBEF) 
1-80 SUB ° 492-3483 * emergaid@ualberta.ca 
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DO YOU SUFFER FROM 
SEVERE PREMENSTRUAL 
SYMPTOMS? 


Severe premenstrual symptoms can interfere with your 
life; affecting your work, family and social activities. If 
you suffer from various symptoms like sadness, irritability, 
rapid mood swings, and anxiousness before your period... 
you could be suffering from PMS. 


The Psychopharmacology Research Unit at the 
University of Alberta is looking for women with severe 
premenstrual symptoms to participate in a research study 
testing an experimental drug for the treatment of 
Premenstrual Dysphoric Disorder 


For more information 


Call 407-3331 


(Reimbursement for expenses will be provided) 
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Ifonly I could breathe money 


Who needs clean air when we're filthy, filthy rich? 


SCOTT C 
BOURGEOIS 


I like money. Who doesn't, right? It’s 
a precious resource that allows you 
to indulge yourself in luxuries ... or, I 
suppose, necessities if you're a student 
in Alberta. The point is this: money 
is the most important thing in the 
world. More important, in fact, than 
the world itself. 

And I’m not the only person who 
thinks so. Indeed, many have followed 
this simple philosophy to become some 
of the richest, most powerful people in 
the world. Take a look at the entire Bush 
administration. I feel awe just looking 
at pictures of those guys. They have it 
all, and it’s because they just don’t give 
a damn about the Earth. 

As you may or may not know, the 
largest “climate change” conference 
since Kyoto has just geared up in 
Québec. Delegates and experts from 
140 countries have arrived to pow- 
wow about the human effects on 
climate change, and to make projec- 
tions of our long-term effects on the 
environment. 

Of course, my heroes in the Bush 
administration think this is all a big 
farce. They even said so, publicly. 
Then—and this is the best part—they 
told the entire world that the US does 
“more than most” to combat climate 
change. Isn’t that rich? 

Bush himself doesn’t even believe 
in climate change. And why should 
he? There’s no real proof that global 
warming is real, and anyways, it would 
hurt the US economy to enact climate 
control treaties such as Kyoto. I mean, 
the United States is the largest oil- 
consuming country on the planet, sure. 
But look at China and India! They're 
really starting to develop industry over 
there, and one day, they might even be 
polluting as much as the United States. 
So why should America have to cut 


down on more emissions than them? 

And just like that, the US didn’t 
have to bother with Kyoto. What does 
the rest of the world know, anyway? 
Clearly, they're just jealous of the US, 
and want to hurt its economy. 

Further proof of the success of this 
wonderful philosophy can be found 
in the US’ exemption from new 
methyl bromide laws. For those of 
you not in Ag/For, methyl bromide 
is a powerful pesticide that’s injected 
into soil. It’s quite effective, increasing 
crop yields by annihilating insects and 
weeds. Unfortunately, it’s also highly 
poisonous, and as bad for the ozone as 
pointing a hundred aerosol spray-cans 
directly into the sky. 


But who the hell cares 
about that stupid 
ozone layer anyway? 
Or a few lower-class 
farmhands? 


Oh, and there’s also a small human 
cost. Apparently some people may 
have suffered irreversible neurological 
“damage” as a result of inhaling methyl 
bromide. Seriously, stop complaining, 
we don’t want to hear you whining. 

But who the hell cares about that 
stupid ozone layer anyway? Or a few 
lower-class farmhands? Especially 
when saving them would cut into 
profits! The US used a treaty clause 
that allowed them exemptions 
because phasing out methyl bromide 
would cause “market disruption.” 
Pow! Take that, Earth. The US doesn’t 
take that kind of shit from anyone, not 
even you. 

So next time youre in the Tory 
atrium, just ask any business student, 
“Is a flourishing economy better 
than a breathable atmosphere?” The 
answer should be “yes” ten times out 
of ten. And if the business student 
does say no, report them to the Dean 
of Business, and they'll be thrown 
back into the Arts program, where the 
hippies belong. 


Be ashamed—my father was kinkier than you 


AMANDA 
TERMEER 


Before I went to university, my father 
sat me down and told me, in shame- 
lessly graphic detail, about his expe- 
riences at the University of Guelph. 
Although I'd like to go into the sordid 
details, this is an article, not a novel. 
He was a busy man. Basically, he 
explained how his generation experi- 
mented with drugs, sex, and radical 
ideas. He hated rock and roll. 

“The university student,” he told 
me, “lives for the moment, and seizes 
the day. When youre young, the 
future isn’t tomorrow, and that’s how 
it should be. University is not so much 
about what you learn, but what you 
experience.” 

Then he continued gazing into the 
distance, weaving a wonderful story 
of intoxication, eccentric characters, 
beautiful women, soccer practices and 
somehow managing to get a degree 
without becoming addicted to caf- 
feine, studying until his eyes bled or 
developing an ulcer before finals. 

As a consequence, I went to univer- 
sity with a lot of expectations. Then, 
after a year, I realized a few things 
about our generation: as teenagers, 
we're expected to get high marks in 
the hopes of being accepted into a 
good university. Instead of party- 
ing with our friends, we party with 
Shakespeare, Hitler, Darwin and 
Newton. 

As university students, maintain- 
ing a good grade point average is cru- 
cial. Our future employers will only 
view us as worthy additions if we've 
demonstrated our ability to succeed. 
To attain this high average, we log in 
endless hours at the library. 

As workers, we'll save our money, 
hiding it in a reputable bank to be 
nurtured so that it will grow. This will 
leave just enough for the bare essen- 
tials. After all, aside from investments, 
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we'll have to save money so our chil- 
dren can have the same opportuni- 
ties that we did. Instead of spending 
our money, we'll put it aside for the 
future. 

After years of hard work and inge- 
nuity, we'll be exiled from the work 
force and given our prize: retirement. 
We can then do almost anything for 
a few years. Some people buy rec- 
reational vehicles and camp, others 
collect stamps and wait patiently for 
death. We won't have to worry about 
the future anymore, since there won't 
be much left. 

We'll probably be quite content, 
assuming we've made the proper 
preparations, but maybe in some of 
our darkest moments, we'll question 
our actions. Was the RV worth your 
youth? Or would it have been better 
to be like my father, and have many 
lovely tales to tell, instead of lament- 
ing the hours spent in pursuit of the 
future? 

Vachel Lindsay once wrote about 
poverty in a poem called The Leaden 
Eyed that can be interpreted to rep- 
resent both physical and emotional 
deprivation: 


It’s the end of the semester, so | can 
accept a substantial cut into my usual 
sleeping schedule—it’s time better 
spent studying for finals or finishing 
an essay. I'm okay with that. It’s part of 
the university experience. 

But when | do find time to bed 
down for my nightly one-and-a-half 
hours of shut-eye, | want a night filled 
with dreams of supermodel hot-tub 
parties, not ear-splitting beeps and 
boops. 

So this beating goes out to that 
asshole that parks his shitty Beamer 
outside my apartment window every 
night and and whose car alarm is way 
out of control. 

The worst part isn’t that wayward 


“Not that they starve, but starve so 
dreamlessly; Not that they sow, but 
that they seldom reap ... Not that they 
die, but that they die like sheep.” 

Perhaps this campus could do with 
a little less bleating. Doesn’t anyone 
find it strange that people are studying 
in Tim Hortons at 5am on a Saturday? 
Isn’t it sad that a gorgeous girl had to 
write an article on how no one flirts 
anymore? Have you ever cried after 
failing an exam, because it feels like 
youre going to fail in life? 

Let's stop being so serious, and act 
our age. Go on, get the lip ring. Make 
out with the shady guy you met at 
Filthy McNasty’s. Do what you love, 
don’t live for your resumé. Get drunk 
on a Tuesday. Experiment with your 
sexuality. Play a few hours of Warcraft. 
Fall madly in love. Be responsible, but 
not at the expense of your life. 

What's wrong with this genera- 
tion? We always pursue a goal just 
far enough in the future to pre- 
vent us from seizing the day. We've 
repressed so much, becoming serious 
and programmed. Our parents have 
more spark than we do. Aren't you 
embarrassed? 


oxygen molecules are setting it off. 
Or that | am awakened no less than 
four times a night. 

It’s not even that you had to go with 
one of those cute custom alarms, so it 
sounds like I've got a fucking state fair 
on my balcony. 

It’s the fact that your goddamned 
alarm must have cost more than the 
whole frigging car. 

So, for adding to my sleep depriva- 
tion, my friend, you have an appoint- 
ment with the sack, for a savage 
beating. Right after my nap. 


SCOTT LILWALL 


The Burlap Sack is a semi-regular fea- 
ture where a person or group who 
needs to be put ina sack and beaten is 
ridiculed in print. No sack beatings are 
actually administered. Even though, a 
lot of the time, they probably should 
be. 


Feeling confused? Gateway Opinion can help. 


EARN EXTRA XMAS MONEY 


Jrangejulius 


is recruiting CHRISTMAS STAFF 
e¢ $8/hour 
¢ flexible shifts 


Apply at West Edmonton Mall (at Ice Rink), 
Kingsway Garden Mall or Southgate Center 
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Twas the month before Christmas 


Which means exam time; please read all about it, and forgive me the rhyme 


EVAN 
SMITH 


It’s the week before finals, and all 
through the campus, students of all 
sizes have found a new purpose. Your 
best clubbing shirts have been folded 
with care, and now hoodies and 
sweatpants are standard dress wear. 
The books, still in plastic, are opened 
to read, then to study and focus until 
your eyes bleed. First-years are stressed 
out because this is all new, while the 
fourth- and fifth-years ... well, they're 
stressed out too. 

While the deadlines and derivatives 
floated round in my head, I looked 
for a SUB couch to use as a bed. Many 
were dirty and covered with swine, 
but compared to the floor they still 
looked quite fine. I threw myself down 
on the couch with a clap, then settled 
down to a cool winter's nap. 

Several hours later, I awoke to a bell. 
“What the goat-felching fuck?!” I said. 
“What the hell?” 

The place was empty for the first 
time Id seen. No vagrants at all—this 
must be a dream. I proved myself 
wrong with a painful flinch, as my 
fly had delivered a Something About 
Mary-esque pinch. When I had fully 
recovered from this test I dare not 


repeat, I went off to in search of a 
Homo sapien to greet. My hunt was 
arduous—I was pushed to the limits. 
That’s an outright lie—I gave up after 
two minutes. But then suddenly, to 
my self-soiling surprise, a man burst 
through the doors with cerulean eyes! 
Jesus!” I shouted, and he said “That’s 
a common mistake. I’m Santa Claus, 
and I’m 332 days late!” 

Confronted as I was with the absur- 
dity of the situation, I tried my best 
to get all the facts into equation. We 
had Santa Clause here, the great giver 
of gifts, and my untutored self, whose 
mind flutters and drifts. 


“That wasnt helpful, 
you lying fat bastard. 
Those are all skills that 
I've already mastered.” 


“Look, jolly fat man,” I said all 
politely, “Let's make a deal, or else you 
can fight me. I've got jackloads of info 
I need crammed in my brain, but it’s 
not that one-sided—you've got some- 
thing to gain. I see your postal service is 
kind of a mess, leaving poor children in 
states of distress. So I’ve got an idea that 
I might let you use, but if you don’t do 
deals, we can get all ninja kung-fu.” 

Santa frowned and didn’t speak, but 
I got the gist: for the rest of my life 
I was on the naughty list. After a few 
long moments of uncomfortable ten- 


sion, dear Nicolas let loose some pro- 
fanity I dare not mention. The impasse 
continued, but the old man lost his 
zeal and, disgruntled, informed me 
desperation forced him to accept my 
deal. 

“Tcan help you,” he said, “Although 
not directly. The brain-cramming 
device is for Ms Margaret Steckly. I 
have some resources I think you can 
use, so settle back while I tell you the 
news. Read your damn books, they're 
there for a reason, which is not to 
keep your night table balanced four 
seasons. If you run into something | 
you don’t understand, check the class — 
notes that you wrote in shorthand. If, | 
after that, you're still confused, then — 
online assets can be abused. Check | 
Sparks Notes or Coles Notes, or in des- 
peration Wikipedia. If that’s too high- 
tech, check a library encyclopedia. Try — 
coffee, try vitamins, try eating right, © 
too. Get buddies for studies and pray 
to Vishnu. I’m sorry to say that’s all the 
help you'll get. Your end of the deal — 
will now have to be met.” 

“That wasn’t helpful, you lying fat 
bastard. Those are all skills that I've 
already mastered. So fire your workers 
and move to the Alps, sell your image to 
Coke and live on royalty payouts. Quit 
making deliveries—amail out notes, not 
gifts. Write, ‘Parents: get presents for 
your own goddamn kids.’ 

The old man looked over with a 
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Save yourself—read your professors reviews 


CYRUS 
DASTOURI 


The other day, I was frantically trying 
to take notes from lecture slides travel- 
ling at their usual film-like pace of 24 
frames per second when I was blind- 
sided by my professor, who stopped 
mid-lecture and asked for a volunteer. 
My class and I were scared, think- 
ing he was about to begin one of his 
favourite pastimes—publicly humili- 
ating someone who can’t complete a 
concept on the board. 

Fortunately, he pulled out some very 
familiar scantron forms, and everyone 
let out a sigh of relief: They could only 
mean one thing: it was time to evalu- 
ate our professor. Not only were we 
going to be dismissed early, but we'd 
be able to tell the University what kind 
of rubbish we were subjected to in 
class. When I finished writing my two 
cents, I left the class with the euphoric 
feeling of sweet vindictive justice 
having finally been served. However, I 
couldn't help but wonder, where does 
all that information go? 

Well, you might be as surprised as I 
was to discover that all of our Universal 
Student Ratings of Instruction (USRI) 
results are not only given to the uni- 
versity administration, but are also 
given to our Students’ Union, where 
they're processed into an archive for 
students to access. Unfortunately, 
this site is among the many services 
that our Students’ Union provides but 
doesn’t publicize. Although, when 
I actually logged in to check some 
results, I figured out why it’s such a 
secret. The archive requires a statistics 
degree to understand some portions, 
and the student body is only given 


“No one has any way of knowing who submitted 
these ratings. It could be students, professors, the 
professor's mom, the professor's dog or the professor's 
disgruntled ex-girlfriend. There are also some people 
who use the website to personally attack professors 
because they failed due to their own stupidity.” 


access to the scantron results. 

Now, I don’t want to say that those 
carefully pre-scripted questions aren't 
useful. But, what I’m interested in 
seeing is those passionate comments 
that students scribble down while their 
face is turning purple. I want to get the 
dirt on the professors that I'm going to 
spend the next four months of my life 
staring at. Were his exams insane? Was 
the textbook useless? Did she have a 
sense of humour? Does she sleep with 
her students? Unfortunately, professors 
and department chairs are some of the 
very few people who get to read them. 

As a result of such policies, web- 
sites like ratemyprofessors.com have 
emerged to help students screen 
their professors before they register 
for courses. This particular website 
currently has over 12 000 ratings for 
about 1600 U of A professors. With 
such a substantial number of rat- 
ings, it actually makes the website a 
useful tool, rather than something to 
entertain people. Their system allows 
anyone to rate their professors based 
on helpfulness, clarity and easiness. 
If students are so inclined, they can 
even rate them “hot” or “not.” Most 
importantly, you can leave a detailed 
comment about your classroom expe- 
rience for everyone to read. 

Currently, the University of Alberta’s 
best-rated professor, with more than 
50 ratings, is Gordon Lee of the 
Economics department. If youre reg- 
istered for his class, you'll be happy 
to know your peers said that he has 
the “best stories,” “teaches so clear,” 
and “has a great sense of humour.” If 
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youre registered for one of the many 
bad professors on campus (who will 
remain anonymous) you may want to 
re-register, as some of the warnings 
are, “Don’t trust her notes, they're 
wrong,” “Do not try to give your opin- 
ion,” and, “Cannot speak English.” 
These are some examples of the many 
useful comments that are censored in 
our University rating system. 

However, there are critics of web- 
sites like this. No one has any way of 
knowing who submitted these rat- 
ings. It could be students, professors, 
the professor's mom, the professor’s 
dog or the professor’s disgruntled ex- 
girlfriend. There are also some people 
who use the website to personally 
attack professors because they failed 
due to their own stupidity, and are 
bitter about it. The website doesn’t 
ignore these problems, as they have 
guidelines and moderators that review 
all submissions, but students should 
use their best judgment before taking 
these ratings to heart. 

Both the USRI's results and online 
websites have their problems and 
benefits. Instead of trying to figure out 
which is better, I suggest that students 
use both resources to their full advan- 
tage. If you got stuck with a professor 
like I did above, then you need to use 
the USRI to try to get administration 
to give him an attitude adjustment. 
But, if you want to be able to avoid 
professors who think they're god’s 
greatest gift to humanity, then rate 
your professor online as well. Help 
those who come after you—because 
hot professors are great. 
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You're s0 money, baby. And you don’t even know it 


Do you break out in hives whenever you have to talk to a girl? Do you 
have trouble making eye contact with the opposite sex? Don’t worry. The 
Gateway’s resident Cassanova Tim Peppin drops a few tips on how to 
connect with the ladies. 


Feature by Tim Peppm 
Illustrations by Mike Robertson 
Photo by Iris Tse 


The Preamble 


Chances are, unless you're a diagnosed asexual, a 
genius or a sheep-farmer, a great deal of your everyday 
activities and efforts are directed towards increasing: 
your sexual fitness, whether you consciously realize it or 
not. We are, after all, animals, albeit strange ones, and 
as such are compelled by some four billion years worth 
of evolutionary imperative to seek the propagation of our 
genes. This can be a rather compelling urge, as you may 
have noticed, particularly if you drink. Sex underlies 
our social structures, our personal interactions and our 
individual quests for happiness. 


So, given the importance of the sexual struggle, the 
significant advances in our scientific understanding 

of human behaviour, and our culture's proclivity for 
formalized instruction, it’s a rather curious fact that 
we're never taught how to properly go about it. I can’t 
help but think that the three hours per week I spent in 
my second year of university learning about the signifi- 
cance of wheat in ancient Egypt might have been better 
spent devoted to detailed instruction on the art and 
underlying theory of attracting females. A thought for 
the University’s administration, perhaps. 


In any case, I think that humans have rather simple 
and well-defined needs and motives in their sexual 
behaviour, the understanding of which can make the 
difference between fulfilling sexual and emotional rela- 
tionships, and lonely nights spent masturbating to 7th 
Heaven re-runs before crying yourself to sleep. 


Before I get started, a little more explanation is needed. 
male perspective. There are a few reasons for this. First 
is that it’s the perspective I have, obviously enough, and 
the one from which I feel competent to speak. Second. 

is that girls, or at least a great many more girls than 
guys, have been learning about this nonsense since 
they hit puberty. Most guys, as a consequence of being 
more interested in video games and farts than advanced 
relationship strategies during their formative years, 


are at something of a disadvantage. As I am a compas- 
well-being of my fellow men, I would like to offer some 
information to help recover lost ground. Last is that, 
for reasons I hope will become clear by the end of this 
feature, the onus is on males to initiate and successfully 
are important to the happiness of males and females 
alike, the feature is written from the male perspective, 
but not exclusively for the male benefit. Oh yeah, it’s 
heterosexual, too. I don’t know how to date men, but I 
suspect it’s something similar. 


The Background 

Most guides to dating and relationships, including your 
father, mother and overpriced soft-core porn magazines, 
all fail in a fundamental way. They will typically offer 
specific advice or strategies on some aspect of dating, 
removed entirely from the context of humanity’s social 
and evolutionary history. If they do try to explain female 
attraction to traits such as body size or valour in the 
context of our collective past, it's usually with the ridicu- 
lous example of a male having to fight off sabre-tooth 
tigers at a cave mouth to protect the helpless females 
inside. Explanations like this fail to provide a broad. 

and accurate picture of what motivates male and female 
of some larger structure, but never firmly establish the 
ground on which it’s actually built. 


In order to understand why many of us act the way that 
to have a look at our past. Humans, like most primates, 
are social animals, relying on the group to provide for 
many of their individual needs. In many ways, this is a 
great strategy—the group offers many advantages over 
solitude: security, a more stable food supply and more 
mating opportunities. However, nature isn’t democratic, 
and a hierarchy is quickly established. Those in posi- 
tions of power and influence, presumably because of 
traits that are genetically inheritable, receive a dispro- 
portionate share of the benefits conferred by the group— 
life is easier for them, and for those allied with them. 
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We also have to understand the difference in strategy 
between the sexes for all of this to make sense. Males 
invest very little in reproduction. Sperm are cheap and 
dispensable—enjoy the pun. Males also aren’t forced to 
carry the offspring. Females, on the other hand, invest 
a great deal in reproduction—not only in terms of 
energy, but also in reproductive time lost. As a con- 
sequence, males tend to be much less selective than 
females when it comes to sex. Females, however, must 
be much more discriminating—they not only need. 
their offspring to survive, they must also try to mate 


Tie these two ideas together, and you have your 
brutally abridged explanation: males are often in 
direct competition to establish themselves near 
the top of the hierarchy, gaining a large share of its 
rewards. Females, to capitalize on these benefits, and 
to ensure that their offspring are likely to inherit these 
successful traits, ally themselves with these success- 
ful males, and mate with them. It’s in this context that 
human sexual politics makes sense. To understand 
what females desire, then, we have to examine the quali- 
ties that make a male successful within his own social 
group. 


¢ Don't ever tell an attractive female that she's 


beautiful as an opener—it indicates that youre 
boring, unoriginal and inferior. 

¢ Don't ever offer to buy a girl a drink—it means 
you don't believe you're good enough on your 
own, or you need her to be drunk. She will 
immediately lose respect for you. 

¢ Don't ever put a female on a pedestal—this is 
psychological suicide. 

¢ Don't ever say negative things about your- 
self—this does nothing but work against you. 
You won't be alluringly melancholy, you'll be 


undesirable. 


¢ Don't ever have a friend approach a girl for 


you—it's revolting. 


* Don't hold your drink at chest height, and 


The advantages conferred by physical size and aggres- 
sion are obvious—the more powerful male always has 
recourse to violence to establish his place and rights 
within the group. However, there are other very impor- 
tant traits: because politics is a subtle and dangerous 
game, ambition, wisdom and intelligence can be prized. 
Having a skill or needed talent increases social value. 
The ability to build trust and form alliances and friend- 
ships is incredibly important—what we now call charm. 
Boldness, daring, bravery—all things that increase the 
probability, were an opportunity to arise, that the male 
possessing them would seize an opportunity to rise in 
the hierarchy. These traits, when combined, produce the 
ethereal property confidence—the single most desirable 
quality a man can have. 


always hold it in your wrong hand—the first is a 


defensive gesture, the second ensures your hand 


isn't clammy. 


¢ Don't ever say, “| don’t know, what do you 
want to do?” —it shows that youTe indecisive. 
¢ Don't ever assume the number you've been 
given is real—read it back to her incorrectly. If 
she doesn't correct you, tell her she wouldn't be 
worth your time—and walk away. 

¢ Don't ever be afraid to stand up for yourself. 

¢ Don't ever use the phrase, “By the merciful 


hand of Poseidon.” 


It's not competition from the outside world that dictates 
these desired properties, but competition from within the 
group itself. It's not a man’s ability to fight sabre-tooth 
tigers that makes him desirable, but his ability to gain, 
through whatever means are available to him, a dispro- 
portionate share of the benefits of society. Our social and 
physical environment is much different than the one in 
which we originally evolved. These sexual preferences, 
in a very real way, can be perceived as vestigial. The 
important thing is for a male is to display traits that 


would have been adaptive in that environment, but to 
curtail them in accordance with the expectations of our 
modern society. 


“Sweet Christ,” you're probably saying, “never in all 
my days have human sexual politics been explained so 
clearly. Truly my father has failed me.” There, there. 
There, there. 


But by golly, we’re not done yet. Understanding the 
underpinnings of human behaviour is important, but 
it won't help you directly. Those underlying motiva- 
tions are still there, but they're hidden beneath cultural 


The Attitude 


The single most desirable property a man can pos- 
sess is confidence—confidence in his behaviour, in his 
ity. Humans, in large part, believe what they're told. If, 


by others, they'll believe you. If you don’t feel that way 
naturally—and most of us don’t—there are two things 
you need to do: start making changes in your life so 
that you do feel that way, and learn how to fake it in the 
meantime. 


Learning how to approach and impress females, like 
anything else worth doing, takes time and concerted. 
effort. A good deal of that time should be spent improv- 
ing yourself, so that you feel more confident. If you're 
insecure about your body, start working out. If you feel 
physically intimidated sometimes, take up a martial 
art. If you don’t feel smart, read some good books. Get 
a hobby. Examine yourself honestly, and find out what 
you're afraid of. Then do whatever you can to face and 
conquer those fears. 


Far easier said than done, I know, so let’s have a look at 
how to be a faker. The most telling signs of confidence 
are found in someone's body language. Start observing 
it. Fidgeting, muscle tension, rapid movements, repetitive 
gestures, crossed arms, looking down, leaning away 
from someone, unwillingness to make eye contact, ner- 
vous laughter—these can all indicate a lack of 
confidence. 


Confident body language, on the other hand, is charac- 

terized by openness, and a willingness to interact. Calm 
eye contact, easy, warm smiles, slow, fluid motions, bold 
posture—these all indicate that you're comfortable and 

in control. Females tend to be incredibly astute assessors 
of body language. If your words say one thing, and your 
mannerisms another, theyll pick up on it, and fast. 


“My Mom told me to just be myself, though,” you might 
be thinking. “And that if Pm patient, the right girl will 
come along.” As painful and disconcerting as it may 
be, you must, if only to humour me in the spirit of open 
discussion, consider the possibility that your mother 
didn’t know what in the sweet fuck she was talking 
“come along”—most likely several times. But unless 
you have the confidence and the knowledge necessary 
to approach and impress them, it won't make a bit of 
difference how many go by. They'll continue to do just 


that—go by. 


Many people treat “just being themselves” as an excuse 
to avoid facing their own shortcomings and insecurities, 
and their own lack of knowledge. Aside from agora- 
phobes, convicts and Antarctic researchers, most people, 
in the run of a year, have encountered hundreds of 
people that they could potentially date. That this doesn’t 
happen, when these people clearly want it to, indicates 
that what they're doing naturally isn’t working. If 
“being yourself” means “doing things the way I always 
have,” then learn to be somebody else. 


No one tells aspiring musicians to just scrape a. bow 
across some strings, and wait for an audience to show 
up that will appreciate the beauty, depth and sophistica- 
tion of their music. Being a successful musician requires 
formal knowledge, an appreciation for the tastes of your 
audience and a good deal of practice. Once you start pro- 
gressing, your natural self will come out too. If “just be 
yourself” doesn’t apply to music, then, by God, it doesn’t 
apply to dating. 

Rejecting the advice to “just be yourself’ doesn’t mean 
that you should be phony, or pretend to be something: 
youre not. It means that you need to learn and apply the 
subtleties of body language and conversation to your 
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interactions, to cultivate a deep sense of respect for 
yourself, and to ruthlessly examine and correct your 
own deficiencies. If this all seems like too much work, 
there are ten seasons of 7th Heaven out there, and 
Vaseline is a mere $6 a tub. 


There are two things that, unless you're a rock 

star, you must do to get a female. First, you have to 
approach them, and second, you have to talk to them. 
There's a good deal to know about each of these steps. 
So let's look at the approach. 


The approach 


Your weapons: bold eye contact; warm, confident 
smile 


Understand and accept that it’s up to you to establish 
contact. Females will not typically do it for several 

reasons—it’s a risk, which carries with it the unpleas- 
ant possibility of rejection, and more importantly, it’s 
also a crucial first test that a male must pass. More 

on tests later. 


How you approach depends on the context. Always 
remember that, with few exceptions, females want to 
feel safe and unthreatened. Males are typically larger, 
and are potentially dangerous. Your methods, then, 
will vary with your location, the amount of light 

and the number of people around. An approach in a 
lecture hall is different from an approach in a bar; an 
approach on a group is different from an approach 
on an individual. Also remember that females want 
to be approached by someone confident and self- 


assured, irrespective of the setting. 


Before making any sort of personal contact, observe 
her—if you have the opportunity. Does she look shy 
and uncertain? Does she look arrogant and con- 
descending? Does she get a lot of attention, or does 
she have a friend who overshadows her? All of these 
things will affect your approach. Remember that 
the great majority of girls are normal, kind people 
who aren’t out to deliberately hurt you, and that all 
of them have insecurities, and want to be liked and 


respected. 
The first thing you need to do is establish eye contact, 


tor of interest. A moment after eye contact is 


made, smile warmly at her. This expresses your 
interest, puts her at ease and demonstrates 
confidence. 


There are other signs to be aware of. If her gaze 
drops down and then away, it’s an indicator of inter- 
est—if she looks at your eyes again shortly there- 
after, it’s an even stronger message. Adjusting her 
clothes, playing with her hair, subtly opening: the 
plane of her body to you—these are all signs that she 
wouldn’t be averse to an approach. Know the signs, 
watch for them, and most importantly of all, have 
the courage to act upon them. You must act immedi- 
ately, because from the moment that meaningful eye 
contact is made, she’s assessing: you—if you hesitate, 
youre indicating through your actions that you lack 
the confidence or social sophistication to read and act 
upon her signals. 


Eye contact is staggeringly important. Never, ever, 
look away first (and please note that this is most 


emphatically not the same thing as staring creep- 


ily at someone). Some women will test you by star- 
ing boldly at your eyes to see if you can handle the 
mounting tension. Calmly meet their gaze. Instead of 
smiling warmly at them, give them a sly smirk. This 
shows that you understand what's going on, and it 
doesn’t intimidate you. 


After making eye contact and smiling, calmly and 
confidently walk up to them. This is the approach. 
That’ all there is to it. Next we come to the real 
challenge, the struggle for power and respect where 


determine your success or failure. So let’s look at how 
to be successful. 


The Conversation 


Your weapons: the nod; the lean; the 
touch 


Many guys think the 
purpose of a pickup 
line is to compliment 
a female, or to impress 
real purpose of a pickup line 
is to demonstrate that you're bold enough to talk to 
her and, ideally, to disarm her defences by making’ 
her laugh. The body language that accompanies the 
line is far more important than the line itself. Unless 
it’s sufficiently creative to convince the female that 
youre unique, unless you're exuding an aura of 
supreme confidence and appear to be using: the line 
to have fun, or unless she's needy, a line will rarely 
work. By far the best line you can use is, “Hi,” fol- 
lowed by your name, more eye contact, and a smile. 


This isn’t to say that there aren’t other successful 
approaches. I've heard of guys who have Pez dispens- 
ers and Hershey Kisses on them at all times. You 

can tell a girl that you don’t want to intrude, but you 
for a few minutes while she tries to get it out of you. Be 
evasive—make a game of it. If youre feeling particu- 


larly bold, and if she doesn’t look like she gets com- 
ments like this all the time, walk up to her and say, 
“Excuse me, I just wanted to tell you that you're gor- 
geous.” Then walk away, or wait silently for a response 
while looking intently into her eyes. It’s very impor- 
tant not to speak or look away after an approach like 
this—you're refusing to diffuse the sexual tension, 
while demonstrating your confidence and patience. 


Pop! Quiz. n 


I’ve often heard, from hacking comedians, confused 
friends and uninspired TV shows, that women don’t 
make sense—that they’re emotional, not logical. 
Men, portrayed as linear, rational, problem-solving, 
tool-wielding barbarians, aren’t supposed to be able 
to understand them. This is nonsense. Taken from the 
female perspective, and viewed through the lens of 
evolution, what at first glance appears to be irrational 
behaviour in fact makes perfect sense. 


Remember that females make a much larger investment 
in reproduction than do males. Because of this, they're 
driven to be much more selective—the consequences 
of making a bad choice could be severe. In order to 
ensure that the male she’s assessing possesses desir- 
able traits—traits that he could conceivably fake—she 
must test him. In cultures such as ours, where individual 
behaviour can be curtailed by society, and not a lot of 
information can be had immediately, testing becomes an 
incredibly potent tool. 


What a female is seeking by testing you is the assurance, 
through your responses, that you are what she’s look- 

ing for. She’s not trying to hurt you or attack you, she’s 
trying to get you to prove yourself to her. The tests are as 
varied as desirable traits. Be ready for them. 


op 
You'll be tested on your self-assurance and integrity. lf 
she talks about other guys, she’s testing you. She wants 
to see if you're stable and confident in yourself. Don’t 
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owever you decide to go about initiating a conver- 


ation, once it’s happened, get ready to be tested. 
BO , before we continue, it's important to elaborate on 


esti a. 


ou’re almost there. You know she’s interested. 


In you—her body language told you. If you've 
pproached her without hesitation, and without 


The Sub 


& Samurai 


When talking to a girl who interests you in a social situation, like a bar or party, 
give her your undivided attention. Be as warm and charming as you can, and 


listen intently to what she says. After a few minutes, excuse yourself and go 
interact with other people. Smile, laugh and have fun—and don’t look at her. 
After doing this for a while, return. Lavish your attentions on her again. Relate 

a funny story someone just told, talk about embarrassing moments, whatever. 
Stay a little longer than the first time. Then leave again and mingle. After repeat- 
ing this a few times, she'll come to crave your presence. You’ve shown yourself 
to be confident and charming, proved that you have social value, and made 
yourself a rare commodity—something all humans naturally covet. 


rarely. 


making her feel uncomfortable, you also know 
you've made a good first impression. Now, if you 
can hold your own in the conversation, you're set. 


that the way to get past a female's social defences 
is by complimenting her, usually on her appear- 
ance, or by bringing her gifts, usually drinks. This 
is entirely incorrect. The way to get past her social 
you are at least her equal, and are someone she can 
respect. That’s it. Compliments out of context and 
unnecessary gifts only serve to show that you’re 
eager to please—you're needy or desperate. These 
are two traits that will make females shun you as 
though you had “Herpes Carrier” written in pus- 
tules across your forehead. 


The keys to making good conversation are being 
prepared and being observant. Compile a list of 
interesting, open-ended small-talk questions— 
where's she from, what does she do for fun, what's 
she afraid of. Do it today, and learn them. Make 
them second nature, so that you don’t have to think 
about them, and can alter them as necessary. That's 


easy. 


The most important part is, once you've asked a 
question, to listen intently to her answer. Don’t 
worry about what you're going to ask next—you. 
have questions at the ready, after all—just listen. 
If she’s actually interested in you, she'll give you 
material to work from. Girls are clever that way. 
You must demonstrate the conversational sophisti- 
cation necessary to make the dialogue relaxed and 
easy, and to get it away from small talk quickly. 
Remember to use her name often—it’s the sweetest 
sound in the world to most people. 


You should also employ subtle body language cues 
to make the conversation flow more easily. Lean 
towards her slightly. This closes the distance between. 
you and creates intimacy. Nod your head ever so 
slightly when she’s talking. This subtly encourages 
her and makes her feel comfortable in what she’s 
saying. Last, find the opportunity to touch her. A 
hand on the shoulder or knee when you excuse 
yourself to go to the bathroom is loaded. If she says 
something particularly funny, touch her on the arm 
as you laugh. Touch is an incredibly powerful way of 
building rapport. These are powerful, discreet weap- 
ons. Acknowledge them and use them. 


It’s important at first to keep the conversation posi- 
tive, and focused on her. If she mentions that she 
grew up in Moose Jaw, for example, don’t say that 
you drove through it once, and thought it was a 
hole. This shifts the focus to you, which closes the 
conversation, and is insulting as well. Instead, you 


It’s a common misconception that females don’t like sex, or at least don’t like it 
as much as males. This is an outright falsehood. They want sex, they just don’t 
want to be used for it. Don’t ever be ashamed to express your sexual intentions 
(in a classy way, mind you). A man that isn’t interested in sex is almost as unap- 
pealing as one that’s only interested in it. 


Some girls date temperamental, unpredictable or abusive males not because 

they enjoy being treated badly, but because these males exhibit many primally 
attractive qualities, and, more importantly, because they don’t behave that way 
all the time. They display a rare—and therefore precious—side of themselves on 
occasion. This makes them mysterious and exciting, and makes their moments 
of kindness and tenderness intensely valuable. What this means for the rest of 
us who aren’t interested in being assholes is that you should deliberately develop 
some part of your life that you don’t often display. This is why an ordinarily 
gruff man crying when moved is attractive, rather than pathetic. So deliberately 
develop an unexpected—but genuine—side to yourself, and show it to her 


could ask her if she’s had their famous Taco-in-a- 
Bag. She might reply that she has, and might even 
drop you a gift—like that she hates tomatoes. 


This is a significant moment in the conversation. 
If she seems like the kind of girl who will test you 
later, feign good-humoured astonishment that 
anyone could hate tomatoes, and say something 
like, “You hate tomatoes! By the merciful hand of 
Poseidon, you just lost a lot of points there. You'd 
ee eee eee 

first, implying that she must prove herself to you. 
Your tone and facial expression are crucial at this 
point—you don’t want to appear arrogant. You're 
teasing her. All the same, she may challenge you 
back, trying to lord her female status, usually so 
effective, against you. She may become incredulous 
and say something obvious, like, “I don’t need to 
score points.” No matter what, stay calm, and stay 
amused. Open your mouth in astonishment, smile 
at her, and fire back with something like, “And you 
boys?” Don’t be afraid that she'll leave. You're now 


far too intriguing. 


Alternately, if she seems like a girl who just appreci- 
ates your company and attentions, tell her, in great 
detail, how much you love tomatoes—don‘t lie, and 
never be a phony. Be expressive, be excited. Relate a 
story from your childhood, whatever. After that, if 


and more importantly, to move on to the exploration 
of who she is. Move past small talk quickly. Make a 
special note of any quirky details about her, the more 
trivial the better. She'll be incredibly impressed later if 
you can remember them. 


After you've talked to her for a while, you should 
leave, even if thing's are still going marvellously 
well, This is one of the hardest, strangest things to 
do. However, it achieves several of your ends. First, 
it prevents you from fucking everything up—some- 
thing that’s quite easy to do when talking to what 
is essentially a stranger. Second, it shows that 

you aren’t needy. Third, this behaviour is bold and 
uncharacteristic—that makes you unique. And last, 
you're making yourself scarce, and therefore valu- 
able. Leave early, and don’t be swayed to stay. 


The last part is the easiest, if you’ve done everything 
right up to now. Tell her to give you her number, 
don’t ask for it. There’s a powerful difference 
between, “I had a great time with you. Give me your 
number and Il call you sometime,” and, “I had a 
great time with you. Can I call you sometime?” The 
second implies that she might not want to see you 
again. The question you should ask yourself is, why 
wouldn’t she? After all, you’re money, baby. 
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Hockey Bears set to go head to head with ms 


PATRICK ROSS 
Sports Staff 


When two teams moving in different direc- 
tions meet, any number of things can happen. 
Common sense may suggest that a team that is 
surging should run roughshod over a team that 
is struggling. 

Yet in the world of sports, the opposite is often 
the outcome. 

When the Bears and the University of 
Lethbridge Pronghorns meet on Friday night, 
it will be a clash between two teams that are 
moving in opposite directions in more ways 
than one: while the Golden Bears have amassed 
themselves an 8-3-1 record on the season, the 
Pronghorns have wilted with a 3-9-2 record. 
While this is hardly unusual for either the 
defending national champions or the peren- 
nial basement-dwellers, what is unusual is the 
circumstances. During the 2004/05 season, the 
Bears outscored their opponents 146—59, while 
the Pronghorns were outscored by their oppo- 
nents 159-68. This season, however, both of 
these margins are narrowing, as the Bears have, 
to date, outscored their opponents by a com- 
paratively mere 45-31 in twelve games, while 
the Pronghorns have improved to be outscored 
51-39 in fourteen. 

“What's happening across Canada West is every 
team has good goaltending and every team has 
gotten better. The parity across the league from a 
Friday night to a Saturday night can be completely 
different,” said Bears coach Eric Thurston. 

If anything has been a struggling point for the 
Bears this season, it has been playing the second 
game of a weekend. The Bears have gone 3-2- 
1 on the tail end of their weekend series’, with 
their lone game-one loss remaining a 6-2 drub- 
bing by the Huskies. 

“It’s all mental preparation,” said Thurston. 
“It’s what you do the day of the game, the night 
before, and how you mentally prepare. When 
you drop the puck, if you're not plugged in, and 
all of a sudden you have to draw it from inside, 
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CAUGHT SLEEPING Bears assistant captain Ben Thomson and his teammates are hoping to treat the visiting Pronghorns like deer in the headlights. 


it’s very hard to do. Often you can’t do it, because 
it’s too late.” 

Last season, the Bears were absolutely domi- 
nant in four games against the Pronghorns, 
defeating them in all four and outscoring them 
31-7. Leading the way was forward Tim Krymusa, 
who returned to the lineup firing against UBC 
this past weekend, gracing the score sheet with 
six points (three goals, three assists). 

“Tim is certainly an offensively gifted player, 
but he’s also very strong defensively. If you insert 
a player like that in your lineup, he just makes 


your team that much better.” 

For Thurston, the upcoming series against 
the Pronghorns simply represents the end of the 
first half of the regular season, and all the adver- 
sity faced thus far is merely preparation for the 
second half: 

“We've had the toughest part of our schedule 
in the first half,’ Thurston commented. “I’ve 
known in the past where we didn’t face any 
adversity the whole year and we went in and we 
could walk through games. But then, when we 
went to nationals, [we faced] that adversity and 


we weren't used to it.” 

Thurston remains not only optimistic but con- 
fident. He contends that facing early adversity last 
year (the Bears opened with a loss to Manitoba) 
made the difference at the University Cup, 

“Tt served us well last year when we didn’t get 
off to a great start,” he said. “When we came to 
nationals and things weren't going very well that 
last game against Saskatchewan, we didn’t panic 
and we stuck to our game plan.” 

The Bears will face the Pronghorns on Friday 
and Saturday at 7:30pm at Clare Drake Arena. 


Bears and Pandas swim team ready and rested up for JP Fiset Memorial 


PAUL OWEN 
Sports Staff 


Fresh off the Commonwealth Games trials, where 
they saw many of the country’s best swimmers 
earn their place on the National team, the Golden 
Bears and Pandas swimmers are at home for the 
JP Fiset Memorial meet trying to earn their places 
on teams of their own: the ones representing the 
Univeristy at the Canada West Finals. 

Alberta swam “as expected” according to coach 
Sam Montgomery this past weekend in Victoria, 
and didn’t place anyone on the Commonwealth 
Games team, despite the meet’s overall slowness. 


“J think particularly Andrew 
Symes, who qualified last year 
for us, needs to qualify, and we 
have 22 rookies and Id like to 
see a lot more of them qualify. 
We've been resting the last two 
weeks in order to do just that.” 


SAM MONTGOMERY 
BEARS/PANDAS SWIM COACH 


“Looking at performance across all the partici- 
pants, very few swam best times, and hardly any 
of the people who made [the Commonwealth] 
team swam best times. I think it shows that it’s 
very difficult to swim fast this early in the season,” 
said Montgomery. “I don’t think a lot of teams 
were coming into this meet trying to swim fast, 
and looking at our times, we didn't either.” 


Despite the slow meet—one in which they 
swam in 50m lengths instead of their usual 25m 
to accommodate the Commonwealth trials— 
Mike Vanden Ham and Marla Breitkreutz both 
swam fast enough to qualify for the CIS Nationals 
in the 50m freestyle event, and Jian-Lok Chang 
earned himself a spot at Canada West in the 
200m Individual Medley, a race that sees swim- 
mers perform freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke 
and butterfly. 

Both the Bears and Pandas have been allot- 
ted 18 slots at Canada West Finals. Should they 
qualify more than 18, Montgomery has said he’ll 
pick his team based on filling the most slots in 
the most events. The Bears currently have 14 
swimmers qualified for Canada West and the 
Pandas have 13, but Montgomery hopes to see 
that number rise this weekend. 

“This is the meet we are pointing for to get 
people to qualify for Canada West, so that we 
can focus on training only and not worry about 
travelling and competition during exams and 
Christmas,” he said. 

After exams, the swimmers will head south 
to California for a training trip before heading 
home to open the second semester by hosting 
a last-chance dual meet to give them one more 
shot at qualifying for the playoffs. Alberta has 
clearly been tapering towards this weekend, and 
Montgomery desires to have the remaining spots 
filled come Sunday. 

“I think particularly Andrew Symes, who 
qualified last year for us, needs to qualify, and 
we have 22 rookies, and I'd like to see a lot more 
of them qualify. We've been resting the last two 
weeks in order to do just that,” he said. 

The JP Fiset Memorial goes Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday at the Kinsmen Leisure Complex. 


“FILE PHOTO: BEN. BEGLEY 
HIGH EXPECTATIONS The Bears and Pandas swim teams are after playoff spots in Canada West. 
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MORE GOOD TIMES Ben Kilgour (right) is optimistic that he can aap in the Bears lineup and continue his scoring ways. 


Kilgour hoping to stay healthy for 2006 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 
Sports Staff 


With almost as many players in the 
training room as the locker room at 
any given point, it’s been a frustrat- 
ing season for the Bears hockey team. 
Second-year forward Ben Kilgour cer- 
tainly hasn't been overlooked by the 
injury bug, as this season has been a 
continuation of a rookie campaign 
that saw him hindered by injury 
problems. 

Last season, it was a nagging groin 
injury that eventually required off 
season surgery to repair; this season, a 
pair of injuries have kept Kilgour on the 
mend. He's currently healing up after 
suffering a charley horse, after being 
kept off the ice early in the season by 
what was initially suspected to be a 
hernia, though now doctors aren't quite 
sure what the problem was. 

“Tt’s been really difficult and frus- 
trating for me. I had surgery after last 
year, and I was hoping to get back into 
the lineup and be healthy for the first 
time in a couple years and play a full 
season,” said Kilgour, a 2005 CIS tour- 


nament all-star. “But because of the 
stomach problems I’ve had, and now 
this leg injury, that’s been hard. 

“Our team went through some 
changes, and then a hard spot where 
I wasn’t able to contribute on the ice, 
and I tried to be around the guys, but 
it’s just been a tough season,” he added. 
“Hopefully, I'll turn the corner. We've 
played some good hockey here in the 
last while, and I was lucky enough to 
get back into the line up and contrib- 
ute. Hopefully that can continue down 
the stretch.” 

The Bears could use the offensive 
touch that Kilgour adds to the lineup, 
as they’ve scored just 20 goals in their 
first eight games without him, and 
then notched eight goals in his return 
to the line up, a game where he had 
one goal and an assist. According to 
Bears head coach Eric Thurston, it 
wasn't just Kilgour’s offensive touch 
that Alberta was missing when he was 
out, but his work ethic as well. 

“He’s a very good power play guy 
for us,” said Thurston. “He's a player 
that truly loves to come to the rink 
everyday, and he makes everybody 


around him better. He’s that type of 
player that can take others on one-on- 
one, work very hard down low, and he 
just has a true passion and enthusiasm 
for the game, and that’s nice to see.” 

“Coming in here, he was highly 
touted and expected to make an 
impact, even in his first year. Since 
then, he’s progressed as a person and a 
player,” added Kilgour’s linemate Ben 
Thompson. “The guys in the locker 
room look to him for leadership.” 

Despite the credit others have lauded 
on him, Kilgour remains modest about 
his success at the CIS level, and attri- 
butes a lot to his teammates. He also 
thinks that his experience at the CIS 
level, and what he gained from play- 
ing in both the WHL and the ECHL 
before joining the Bears, helped his 
development. 

“Having been around for a few 
years has certainly let me know what 
the system is, but, really, the credit 
goes to my teammates,” said Kilgour. 
“Tve played with [Brad] Tutschek, and 
[Ben] Thompson, and some other 
great players. You can’t score goals if 
you don’t get the puck.” 
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Men’s Basketball 
Canada West standings 
Central Division 


team G2 eE Spa Ae Pp 
Saskatchewan 8 7 1 665 54014 
Alberta 10 6 4 775 769 12 
Lethbridge 6 2 4 455 490 4 
Calgary Seo LO 65067316 4. 
Women’s Basketball 
Canada West standings 
Central Division 
Team GOW [iF A a P 
Saskatchewan 10 8 2 743 631 16 
Calgary 105265 455-700) 729) 12 
Alberta 10 4 6 644 713 8 
Lethbridge 61s © 378 464-2 
Men’s Volleyball 
Canada West standings 
Mountain Division 

am M W_GL_P 
Alberta 10 9 1 28 6 18 
TWU 10m O92 2A 705 0 
UBC = 5 2-16 11 10 
Calgary Ctrl ja One 22: 2 
TRU 12.6 6 19 20 12 


Great Plains Division 


Team MP_W_L_GW GL_P 

Saskatchewan 10 8 2 24 12 16 
Winnipeg S95 319 210210 
Brandon 826 7 2) 4 
Regina TOestanOp a0" 27 a2 


Women’s Volleyball 
Canada West standings 
Mountain Division 


Team MP_W_L_GW GL_P 

Alberta S 7 1 23 4 14 
Calgary CPO 227819, eS 12 
Saskatchewan 8 0 8 4 24 =o 


Great Plains Division 


Team MP W L GWGL P 
Winnipeg B 7 1 21 7 14 
Manitoba JOme5) 5a zie ty 10 
Regina 8 5 3 19. 10 40 
Brandon 2 3 Oui: 32 © 
Pacific Division 

Team W_L P 
UBC 8 7 1021 6 14 
TWU Sie One 19 ee 8s 12 
TRU 10 1.9 3 29 2 
Simon Fraser an Pay cat: at 5 OEE v. 
Men’s Hockey 


Canada West standings 
Mountain Division 


Team GP WL TGF GA P 
Alberta 2.8 3-4 45 34.47 
Calgary 14 6 6 2 44 4614 
UBC 1404901370579 
Lethbridge WAP 69.29) 239 aS leo 


Great Plains Division 


Team GP WL T GF GA P 
Saskatchewan 16 11 2 3 66 3025 
Manitoba 107 Jet Aa AGS 
Regina WA § 5 2.37 49 12 


SPORTS IN 
BRIEF 


Football 


Anumber of Bears football players were 
nationally recognized this past week 
when CIS handed out their offensive and 
defensive all-Canadian awards. 


x _ 
Safety Jay Milne was named a first 30° 


team _all-Canadian, while linebacker 
David Lowry and halfback Steve Boyko 
were made second-team all-Canadians 
for their defensive efforts. Departing 
wide receiver Andrew Ginther was 
named a second team all-Canadian on 
the offensive end. 


Athletes of the week 


Fourth-year right side Dallas Soonias was 
named the University’s male athlete of 
the week for his 37-kill performance this 
past weekend against the first-ranked 
Trinity Western University Spartans. 

Second-year hockey Pandas for- 
ward Tarin Podloski was named the 
University’s female athlete of the week 
in light of her five-point outing against 
the Manitoba Bisons last weekend. 


MAZATLAN-MEXICO 
February 19-26 easing sreatd 


‘$1099 © 
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: f& a Brochures Now In! 


\ Contiki Brochures Now Int 


Oceano Palace 
Based on a dbl share 
All-Inclusive 


re awecbine 
': Student Rates 
Everywhere! 


Taxes and surcharges not included. Edmonton return departure. Valid for new bookings only 
on dates shown. More information is available from a travel agent. Prices subject to change 
at any time without notice. 

Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. 


Students’ Union Building 
UofA 
492-2592 


2x TRAVEL CUTS 


See the world your way 


www.travelcuts.com 


Teach 


English 


Overseas 


® Intensive 60-Hour Program 


® Classroom Management Techniques 


© Detailed Lesson Planning 


@ Comprehensive Teaching Materials 


@ Internationally Recognized Certificate 


® Teacher Placement Service 


® Job Guarantee Included 
® Thousands of Satisfied Students 


» OXFORD 


Sieg me Ny 


Ns Age RS 


780-428-8700 / 1-800-779-1779 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


Books OF ALBERTA 


OOKSTORES 


Textbook Buyback 


December 2005 buyback dates: 


SUB Bookstore 
December 12 - 16 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
December 17 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 
December 19 - 22 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
enter BookCellar (HUB Mall) 


December 12 - 16 
December 19 - 22 


to win 


10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
10:00 am - 5:00 pm 


an Lister Hall 
. December 16 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
iPod December 17 11:00 am - 5:00 pm 
December 19 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 
nano! ; 
Augustana 


December 20 - 21 


*see in-store for details 


9:30 am - 4:30 pm 


.bookstore.ualberta.ca 


6 Students’ Union Buitatng 


Tel: 780.492.4215 or 1.888.933.9133 
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SPORTS 24 


Better jerseys, 


GATEWAY 
SPORTS STAFF 


Sports 
Commentary 


With just 24 days until Christmas, 
people’s thoughts are focusing in on 
celebrating the birth of Jesus ... and, 
you know, Christmas-related stuff too. 
Like any subject brought up around 
the Gateway’s sports staff, Christmas- 
talk got us thinking about what we'd 
like Santa to give to the sporting world 
this year. 


Patrick Ross 


When I'm not taking lunch money 
from underpriveledged orphans or 
stealing candy from babies, I tend to 
be a pretty generous guy. So one gift is 
just not going to do it for me. 

First off, I would give the New York 
Yankees a soul—but that’s been said 
innumerable times before. I would 
give Boston some white socks and 
Chicago some red socks. It’s time to 
put a little extra colour in that ward- 
robe, folks. 

I'd give the Houston Aeros and 
Hamilton Bulldogs (of the AHL) some 
fashion sense. Far be it for me to play 
the judgemental role of Mr Blackwell, 
but those jerseys are a crime against 
hockey. 

Last, but not least, I'd give Terrell 
Owens a copy of How to Win Friends 
and Influence People and a gentle 
reminder that a little bit of tact can 
save not only your social life, but your 
career as well. 


MOUNT ROYAL 


Make a 
Difference 
in Your 
Community 


Mike Kendrick 


If I could fill the jolly old fat guy’s 
boots on Christmas Eve, I'd park my 
eight tiny reindeer on the roof of the 
Saddledome and give the Flames what 
they truly deserve: a one-way ticket to 
the Stanley Cup. Of course, it’s not like 
they're direly in need of it, but with a 
little “gentle persuasion” on the part 
of Darryl Sutter to tighten the team’s 
offensive synergy, and to bar nitwits 
like Andrew Ferrence from seeing 
the ice until they improve on their 
cough-up giveaways, the Flames could 
take the team that extra step from last 
season and bring home Lord Stanley’s 
prize. 


Ross Prusakowski 


Although Christmas is a season of 
giving, there are far too many people 
who need a hand up, and not enough 
people around offering them. 

This means that some desperate and 
deserving souls in the sports world 
will have to go without this holiday 
season, for the simple fact that there 
are teams and people far needier in 
the sports world. 

That said, little St Louis won't be 
getting that actual NHL team under 
the Christmas tree that they'd set their 
sights on. Though, if they're really 
good, maybe next year Santa might 
stick the American Sidney Crosby— 
Phil Kessel—in their stocking. Also, 
it’s probably best if we told you now 
so you don’t get your hopes up too 
much, Lonnie Glieberman, but there’s 
no gift of respectability—or an Ottawa 
Renegades cheerleader—aunder there 
for you this year either. 

That's because the man in red hand- 
ing out the loot—Santa Claus, not Paul 


Professional development 
certificates in the helping 


professions at MRC. 


Information: 1-866-616-3606 


mtroyal.ca/conted 


Registration: 1-877-287-8001 


Martin—needs to find a team that’s 
more ludicrously underprivileged, 
and in need a present more than either 
of you: the Mount Allison University 
Mounties football team. 

When a university team that used 
to be respectable can go 0-30 since 
2002, not make the playoffs for seven 
years, give up 379 points this year 
while scoring only 23, and set a CIS 
record for futility in 2001 when they 
were destroyed 105-0 by the Saint 
Mary’s Huskies, you know it’s going 
to take something special to solve 
their problems. So, even if Santa’s just 
going to put the program, the players 
and their fans out of their prolonged 
misery, any present has to be better 
then the existence the Mounties cur- 
rently have. 


BrianRamchandar 


Christmas is that wonderful time of 
year where the spirit of giving shines 
through and we (hopefully) do a little 
extra to help the poor, downtrodden 
and misfortunate. Therefore, it goes 
without saying that the Edmonton 
Oilers would be at the top of my gift 
list. 

Peter Griffin once said that, 
“Christmas is that mystical time of 
year when the ghost of Jesus rises 
from the grave to feast on the flesh of 
the living. So we all sing Christmas 
Carols to lull him back to sleep.” 

While the Oilers don’t need a song 
to soothe old ghosts—except perhaps 
Igor Ulanov, who may or may not 
be alive, as he’s old enough to have 
hung out with JC—they could use a 
new team song to stir up the spirits 
in Rexall. So the first thing I would 
give them is the exclusive rights to 


“Baby Beluga,” which they could blare 
through the PA system after every Raffi 
Torres goal. The sing-along potential 
would be off the charts, topped only 
by “O Canada,” and “The Hockey 
Song.” 

Next, I'd give the Oilers a Delorean, 
a Flux Capacitor and 1.21 jigowatts of 
power so they could go back in time 
and prevent wasting $4 million on 
Mike Peca. While they’re back there, 
I'd see if they could also find Ales 
Hemsky’s front tooth. With all that 
extra cash available, the last thing I'd 
give each and every player on the team 
is a brand new set of golf clubs and les- 
sons from Mike Weir. The combina- 
tion should help them with their golf 
games, and will come in handy when 
they once again miss the playoffs next 
spring. Merry Christmas. 


AndrewRenfree 


Dear Santa, 4 

The only thing that I want for 
Christmas is a new Prime Minister. 
That’s it, that’s all—not an iPod, not 
DVDs, not an Xbox, none of that stuff— 
just a new person running the show in 
Ottawa. Alas, it seems that, barring a 
miracle, I'll have to wait until January 
to get my wish, so for this Christmas 
I'dlike to ask for gifts on behalf of NHL 
teams. Ideally, I'd like you to give the 
Calgary Flames pneumonia and Harvey 
the Hound fleas, but something tells 
me that youre not the cantankerous- 
bastard-type who would do that, so I'll 
ask for something a little more posi- 
tive. Santa, could you please give the 
Nashville Predators and Boston Bruins 
better-looking third jerseys? The colour 
of urine is not very flattering for a team 
uniform. Could you please send the 


World’s worst mixtape 
trip back to junior high school dances? 


1. Goodbye Earl — The Dixie Chicks 
2. My Humps — Black Eyed Peas 
3. Lucky — Britney Spears 
4. Will2K — Will Smith 
5. Hamster Dance 
— Hampton & The Hamsters 
6. Macarena — Los Del Rio 
7.1 Wanna Sex You Up — Color Me Badd 
8. Always Be My Baby — Mariah Carey 
9. Sometimes When We Touch 
— Barry Manilow 


The wait is over. 


Remember to bring your camera so you can 
frozen tears of David Berry. 


The mixtape contest has come to a close, and thanks to your 
seething hatred towards David Berry, he will have the lucky 

honour of wandering around campus with a boombox play- 
ing all 20 of these shitty songs. Did we mention the sub-zero 
temperature? 


David Berry will commence his trip from SUB and slowly 
_ work his way across the campus. This will happen at 1:30pm __ 
on 7 December, the last day of school. 


10. The Thong Song — Sisqo 

11. My Last Name — Dierks Bentley 
12. Have You Forgotten — Darryl Worley 
13. Who Let the Dogs Out — Baha Men 

14. Tub Thumper — Chumbawamba 

15. We Like to Party — Vengaboys 

16. My Heart Will Go On — Celine Dion 

17. Rollin’ — Limp Bizkit 
18. www.nevergetoveryou.com — Prozzak 
19. Cotton Eyed Joe — Rednex 

20. Rico Suave — Gerardo 


capture the 


the Stanley Cup and a helicopter: a very Gateway Christmas 


remaining people in St Louis who still 
cheer for the Blues a box of Kleenex, as 
they've watched their once-conference- 
powerhouse team drop to last place 
in the league. Lastly, I would really 
appreciate it if you gave Michael Peca a 
friendly reminder that if he scored one 
goal in each 20-game stretch, he'll be 
paid about $1 million dollars a goal this 
season—even you, Santa, can admit 
that that just plain sucks. 


RobinCollum 


I’m sure that those teams all deserve 
whatever lame-ass, improbably com- 
plicated gift that you guys want them 
to have. Some of you might want to get 
cracking inventing the time machines 
that your presents require. 

My present is both more thought- 
ful and more plausible than yours. 
I'm giving Santa Claus a helicopter. 
Unlike you boys, I haven't forgot- 
ten the hardworking, underappreci- 
ated group responsible for delivering 
all these presents: Santa’s team of 
reindeer. 

Those poor animals have to haul 
a sleigh full of Xbox 360s, Lego sets 
and Easybake Ovens to spoiled little 
kids who probably don’t deserve to 
be on the “nice” list anyway. Not to 
mention that they have to drag Santa 
around, too. He's no lightweight, and 
that bowl full of jelly just gets bigger 
every year. 

All the reindeer get is the wilty celery 
that your little brother somehow 
expects to be shared among all eight of 
them. My present would change that. 

This Christmas, Santa’s eight-man 
roster can get a breather, and Santa's 
brand new helicopter can wear those 
stupid bells instead. 


or a nostalgic 


Voting Results 


David Berry: 40 
Chris O’Leary: 33 
tris Tse: 10 
Chloé Fedio: 9 
Daniel Kaszor: 0 


Jake Troughton: 0 


Tim Peppin: 0 


Mike Larocque: 0 
Matt Frehner: 0 
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Rare Panda: Rachel Sanders looks to double up on CIS gold 


JAKE TROUGHTON 
Senior News Editor 


At her current pace, Rachel Sanders 
could have ten CIS gold medals 
around her neck by the time she 
leaves the University of Alberta. 

Okay, so it's not likely she'll claim 
a national title at every shot, but the 
first-year physical education student is 
1/1 so far, and gunning for a second 
before the school year is done. Sanders 
is a member of both the Pandas field 
hockey team, who won their first- 
ever crown last month, and the ice 
hockey team, who are ranked second 
in the country and have won four gold 
medals and one silver in the last six 
years. 

Having such successful teams in both 
sports is what attracted the Kelowna, 
BC native to the U of A, though her 
choice to continue playing both sports 
came as a surprise to many. 

“L used to tell people in high school 
that I was going to play both, and 
they'd make fun of me,” she says. 

“Winning [field hockey gold] just 
seemed natural,” she adds. “I couldn't 
believe they'd never won before, 
because it just seemed like the right 
thing for the U of A to do.” 

Nonetheless, coming here was 
something of a risk; while she was 
recruited for field hockey by head 
coach Carla Somerville, she was a 
walk-on at tryouts for the ice hockey 
squad. 

“To be honest, I wasn’t really expect- 
ing to make the ice hockey team,” she 
says. “I knew they’ve always been 
strong, and that’s one of the reasons I 
thought I’d never make the team.” 

Howie Draper, head coach of the 
ice Pandas, says Sanders stood out 
from the other walk-ons. 

“The thing that set her apart from 
some of the other players was that 
she had the basic concepts that are so 
important in most team sports, like 
the ability to find space.” 

So far, Sanders has definitely made 
more of a mark on the field. While 
she’s only played in one conference 


NEEDA 
BREAK FROM 
THIS SEAT? 


. CS 6 eee 


a 


= 


JAKE TROUGHTON 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING AFTER PRACTICE? Practing again. Rachel Sanders (right) is on the Pandas field and ice-hockey teams in her first year at the U of A. 


game with the ice hockey team, she 
had a strong season in field hockey, 
capped off with two goals at the 
national championship tournament 
in Vancouver, including one in the 
penalty-stroke shootout that gave the 
Pandas the title. 

“She scored a big goal for us in 
strokes at nationals, so obviously she’s 
played well,” says Somerville. “She's 
pretty mature, and she can handle 
the pressure from both teams. 

“It'll get tougher as she gets into her 
second and third year, but if anyone 
can do it, I think she can,” adds 
Somerville. “There have been a select 
few people who ve done it in the past, 
and they're special people who have 
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Golden Bears Hockey vs Lethbridge 
Friday, December 2 & Saturday, December 3 


7:30pm 


Clare Drake Arena 
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great time-management skills. Better 
than I do.” 

As it happened, Draper's team was 
playing in Vancouver the weekend 
of the field hockey nationals, and 
they came out to cheer Sanders on in 
the field hockey Pandas’ first game 
of the tournament, where she scored 
a goal in a 4-1 win over the Guelph 
Gryphons. 

“That game was cool, because the 
ice hockey team was all there watch- 
ing, and I had a great game, so it was 
nice to show them that all the hockey I 
missed wasn't a waste,” Sanders says. 

Sanders, Draper and Somerville 
all agree that the skills from each 
sport can prove useful in the other. 


Somerville pointed out that playing 
ice hockey, which has much more 
body contact than field hockey, has 
helped Sanders in using her body to 
protect the ball on the field, while 
Draper noted that being accustomed 
to field hockey’s ban on touching the 
ball with the back of the stick has 
given her an advantage in certain 
puck-handling situations on the ice. 

Still, Draper notes that the sports 
are different enough to require a 
strong focus on the unique skills and 
strategies they require, something 
Sanders is working on. 

“She’s got a fairly high learning 
curve right now,” Draper says. “Field 
hockey’s maybe been her number one 


sport, so she has to learn a little bit 
more ... but she’s progressing very 
quickly, and if that continues, we 
might see that she'll get into more 
games in the second half” 

Sanders is aware that she has work 
to do to have the same impact on the 
ice that she’s had on the field, but with 
the field hockey season over, she’s 
focusing on continuing to improye 
her ice-hockey skills. 

“I'm used to being one of the top 
players in my leagues, and then I come 
here and everyone's so much better, so 
Thave to work hard,” she says. “I'm not 
used to being in that position of being 
the weakest player, so I have to catch 
up to get more ice time.” 


— 
“Wp my He” 
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SOCIAL 
INTERCOURSE 


Santaland Diaries 
Written by David Sedaris 


Saturday, 3 December at 8pm 
The Third Space 


Yes, friends, it’s beginning tolookalot like Christmas: 
the shopping malls are crammed full of frenzied 
holiday shoppers, Christmas carols are becoming 
nauseatingly overplayed and bank accounts are 
slowly dwindling in size. 

If these contemptuous observations about 
Christmas manage to strike a familiar chord some- 
where in your cynical soul, then you definitely 
have to catch this year’s production of Santaland 
Diaries. For the fine folks at Northern Light Theatre, 
Christmas—and especially its annoyances—hold a 
special place in their hearts, as well as on their on 
stage. The work of Satirist David Sedaris is return- 
ing once again, with a number of staged readings 
about the idiocy—and, apparently, the naughti- 
ness—of Christmas to be performed. So, if you're 
up for an evening of laughs and strong eggnog, pop 
by The Third Space this Saturday. 


Drive byPunch 
with The Fullblast and guests 


Sunday, 4 December at 6pm 
Red's 


Let's face it: for Christmas, we never really get the 
gifts we want, so instead of dwelling on your fam- 
ily’s lack of fashion taste this year, treat yourself to 
an early present by checking out Drive By Punch’s 
CD release party happening this Sunday at Red's. 

This Sunday at Red’s, Drive By Punch will be head- 
lining what is bound to be an awesome show. With 
four opening punk bands—including The Fullblast, 
Thirty Nights of Violence, A World Asleep and A 
Last Goodbye—and stacks of new CDs ready to be 
purchased, the Drive By Punch concert is guaran- 
teed to give you everything you ever wanted for a 
punk-rock Christmas. 


Jorane 

with Valley Forge 

Tuesday, 6 December at 8pm 
Powerplant 


With the snow beginning to fall and the tempera- 
tures starting to drop, there are few better ways 
to spend a frosty evening than to snuggle up with 
Jorane’s heartwarming lyrics and inspiring vocals 
this Tuesday at the Powerplant. 

Hailing from Québec, the angelic  singer- 
songwriter Jorane is currently touring across both 
Canada and the US, accompanied only by her 
cello. With her delicate voice and soothing instru- 
mental background, Jorane hasn't only gained 
international acclaim as of late, she’s also earned 
a number of award nominations as well. Jorane’s 
latest album, The You and the Now, illustrates just 
how accomplished she has become by featuring a 
number of song collaborations with various distin- 
guished writers. So whether you're looking to curl 
up beside a significant other or engage with her 
brilliantly intertwined lyrics, Jorane’s performance 
next week is guaranteed to be both relaxing and 
motivating. 


AMANDA ASH 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Clooney goes political in Syriana 


Producer George Clooney and director Stephen Gaghan examine the fight over oil in the Middle East 


Syriana 

Directed by Stephen Gaghan 

Starring George Clooney, Matt Damon, Chris 
Cooper Jeffrey Wright and Christopher Plummer 
Opens Friday, 9 December 


JESSICA WARREN 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Agreeing to gain 30 pounds for a film that you're 
only getting paid $1 to perform in might seem like 
a raw deal, but for Hollywood star and outspoken 
war-critic George Clooney, it was all worth it to 
put out a politically conscious film on the fight 
over oil in the Middle East. Waiving his acting 
fee on the upcoming political thriller Syriana, 
Clooney, who is producing the film, recently 
spoke out about his latest release. With this 
movie following up his performance in Good 
Night, and Good Luck, Clooney is solidifying his 
reputation as an actor/activist whose projects are 
increasingly a reflection of his political beliefs. 

“If youre going to have a war against an idea, 
which is terror, then you have to understand the 
elements—you can’t just say they're evil,” says 
Clooney. “You have to understand what makes 
them do evil things, [and you have to] be able 
to have open conversations, as opposed to just 
sort of categorizing things, and understand that 
nothing is absolute.” 

Syriana is an attempt on the part of director 
Stephen Gaghan to portray multiple sides of the 
controversy over oil interests in the Middle East, 
with its title making reference to the name polit- 
ical elites use today for the oil-rich area in which 
the film is set. Filmed in over 200 locations and 
incorporating five languages in its script, the 
film aims to portray the reasons why people will 
compromise their basic beliefs and morals for an 
ideological cause. Gaghan, the Oscar-winning 
mind behind the screenplay for Traffic, has spent 
the last few years increasing his knowledge about 
American oil interests, and is set to add his voice 
to the chorus of public opinion about American 
political involvement in the Middle East. 

“T had the opportunity to interview hundreds 
of peoplein America, Europe and the Middle East, 
and a pattern began to emerge,” says Gaghan. 
“People were speaking in ideological terms and 
it was often covering self-interests. Underneath 
it you might find out later in the conversation 
exactly what they were getting from it, and it 
was very narrow and very specific.” 

The idea that what’s happening in the . 
Middle East is not only about impersonal / 
government manipulation, but also about / | 
choices made by seemingly insignificant, 
individuals lies at the core of Syriana. As / 
Gaghan sat down to write the script for / 
the movie, he began to see an under- 
lying meaning in his interviews with 
people involved in the conflict. fp 

“T started thinking more about / 
the ways that we sell ourselves, 
those little compromises we 
make,” says Gaghan. “You 
might call it corruption, but 
corruption is a big, broad 
word. The way I think of it 
is that it’s like a little, tiny, 
totally local, personal moral 
collapse. I thought, “What's 
that exact little moment where 
you have the feeling inside 
where you know what the 
truth is, but you give yourself a 
little asterisk, a little ‘out.’ Where 
do we find the hope in that?” 

Gaghan’s choice to film on loca- 
tion has given Clooney a chance 
to expand on his already lib- 
eral approach to the subject 
of American imperialism. 
While filming in Casablanca, 
Clooney saw aspects of the 
culture that are often forgotten 
about or glossed over in Western 


discussions of the wars in the Middle East. 

“Iremember sitting there on the roof ofa build- 
ing,” recalls Clooney. “It was during Ramadan. A 
siren would go off and everyone would get out 
of their cars and face Mecca and would pray in 
the middle of the street. There were hundreds of 
people, as far as your eye could see. 

“I was sitting there watching that and thinking 
that anyone who thinks that they have a religious 
[superiority] over anyone else should be stand- 
ing here looking at these people. [They would] 
understand that they have a very strong belief in 
what they are doing as well.” 

It’s Hollywood’s portrayal of a one-sided real- 
ity that has motivated Clooney and Gaghan to 
create a movie that will challenge audiences and 
not just lay the blame for a conflict on any one 
“bad guy.” Gaghan notes the buildup to Iraq as a 
perfect example of how issues can become one- 
sided debates. 

“America’s response to that act, it felt like this 
car named America was accelerating, like some- 
one hit the gas, shifted to a lower gear, maybe 
the highlights are off, but we're careening down 
some hill in the dark, and I’m holding on in the 
backseat going, “Where are we going?’ We're 
declaring an axis of evil, we're talk- 
ing about ‘evildoers, we're going _,# 
into Iraq—this is precipitous & 
and it really affects us.” 

Clooney agrees, and 
points out that this feel- 
ing is not specific to one 
certain segment of the / 
public. While it may 
seem like an ideol- 
ogy specific of a liberal 
mindset, Syriana’s por- 
trayal of all sides to the 
issue has it being well 
received by American 
conservatives as well. 

“We showed _ this 
[movie] to a lot of neo- 
cons who liked it and 
agreed with it,” 


says Clooney. “Our argument ... is to raise a 
debate, not to tell people what the answers are, 
because clearly we don’t have any answers for 
this, the issues or the problems.” 

Appealing to multiple types of audiences is 
an important aspect of a movie being released 
during a particularly low point in Hollywood's 
popularity, but Gaghan isn't trying to pander 
to expectations—most characters in the movie, 
including the Americans, spend time on mor- 
ally questionable ground. Added to the multiple 
points of view presented in Syriana is the fact 
that most of the characters are unaware of how 
they really fit into the overall plot concerning 
American oil interests. 

“They think that they all have the picture,” 
explains Gaghan. “They're redrawing the map of 
Europe, they're the big seer, but in reality they're 
just following a really narrow brand of self- 
interest.” 

Clooney’s agreement to take a massive cut in 
pay, and his willingness to don a substantial 
amount of new weight for this role are testament 
to his eagerness to be part of Syriana. According 
to Clooney, it’s important to not see the movie 

simply as a tirade against the current govern- 
ment in America, but as a com- 
mentary on some of the larger 

issues at stake that concern the 
entire world. 

“This [movie] is going 
after 50 or 60 years of 
flawed policies in the 
Middle East,” says Clooney. 
“This isn’t something that 
happened in the last four 
and a half years, so we cer- 
tainly weren't making this 

as a ‘go get Bush’ thing. It 
was much more of a ‘let’s 
talk about some real prob- 

lems,’ some of the fundamen- 
tal problems with our addiction 
to oil today.” 


24 


Email contests@gateway.ualberta.ca for a chance to win 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


thursday, 1 december, 2005 


gateway student journalism society 


STUDENT-AT-LARGE REQUIRED 


The Gateway Student Journalism Society (GSJS) requires a 
student-at-large from the University community to serve on 
its board of directors for the term ending 30 April, 2006. 


Applicanss*ngiast be U of A undergraduate students and may 
not be members of Students’ Council, General Faculties 
Council, Board of Governors, or the Senate of the University 
of Alberta. 


If you are interested, please submit a brief note (no more 
than 400 words) on what makes you a good candidate for this 
position no later than noon on Monday, 9 January, 2006 to 
the Chair of the GSJS board. Submissions can be made by 
e-mail to adam@gateway.ualberta.ca, or through the campus 
mail to Adam Rozenhart, c/o Gateway Student Journalism 
Society, 3-04 SUB. 


Please outline previous volunteer experience and not-for- 
profit organization experience if applicable (though none is 
explicitly required). 
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a guest pass for two for a preview screening on 
Wednesday, December 7th 


Opens nationwide on Friday, December 9th 


BREAKING THEICE Tipz’ singer Roz Christian gets attention, but the band is hoping their new records will t 


NICK BOLIANATZ 
urn heads. 


Icy times over for The Frosted Tipz 


After a shaky recording process, Edmonton foursome The Frosted Tipz walk 
away with a debut album that sounds nothing at all like their live show 


The Frosted Tipz 

with Nomeansno and Tolan McNeil 
Friday, 2December at 8m 
Sidetrack Café 


ASHLEY SCARLETT 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Breakups, poorly timed disasters and 
a sexy leading lady: it may sound like 
the latest episode of your favourite 
teen drama, but it’s all in a part of the 
true-life story of the Edmonton four- 
piece rock band The Frosted Tipz. 

Formed a little over a year ago 
as a collaborative side project, The 
Frosted Tipz have been fighting a 
seemingly uphill battle since their 
inception. But with their debut 
album nearly complete and ready to 
be released into the wild, the source 
of many of their troubles should soon 
dissipate. 

“The record’s taking a long time,” 
states Alan Camino, who, along with 
Roz Christian, Curtis Ross and Darren 
Chewka, make up the group. “We 
started it back in February, but there’s 
been so much crazy shit in this band 
since then—breakups, more break- 
ups, travel, studio mishaps and tech- 
nical problems. But today we finished 
mixing the album, so hopefully we'll 


finally: get to release it sometime 
soon.” 

The completion of the album is 
not only a source of great relief to 
the band, but has also been a way for 
them to tweak the songs that they’ve 
been trying out on audiences during 
their live sets. With a concentrated 
effort put into recording, The Frosted 
Tipz have laid down what they say are 
tracks representative of their perfect 
sound. 

“T think that [shows and albums] 
are two totally different things,” 
explains Camino. “You go to a 
rock show for a loud experience. 
The album is more what I want the 
band to sound like in my head. It’s 
definitely a studio album. There are 
aspects that we can’t recreate live and 
that we really have no intention of 
recreating live at this time.” 

Where their live show offers a 
cross between Blondie and Iron 
Maiden with a dash of contempo- 
rary dance elements for good mea- 
sure, the album is expected to move 
the Edmonton-based band toward a 
more pop-ish sound. 

“We are kind of playing all these 
middle grounds,” says Camino. “I 
like to write pop songs, but I can’t 
help it if we are really loud live.” 


—— 
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Though this discrepancy may to 
initially confuse some listeners, what 
The Frosted Tipz are offering by 
having the songs on their CD sound 
noticeably different than live shows 
is a double-dose of hand clapping 
and toe tapping that might help them 
to stand the test of picky listeners, as 
well as setting them apart amongst a 
sea of local acts. 

The band hasn't only insured stay- 
ing power through their varying 
sound, but also through the unique- 
ness they present in the Edmonton 
scene as one of the few female-fronted 
local groups. Though the band real- 
izes that having a female singer can 
sometimes lead to the other band 
members being forgotten in the 
background, this possibility doesn’t 
bother The Tipz one bit. 

“I think we're certainly all putting 
ourselves out there as much as pos- 
sible, but the public image is going 
to be shaped by having a good-look- 
ing frontwoman, and that’s fine,” 
jokes Camino. “[The distraction] is 
inevitable when you have a female 
lead singer, because it’s still kind of 
unique in some aspects. I don’t think 
we plan on ever exploiting it, but 
we've certainly recognized it and are 
willing to use it.” 
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Prozzak album not without side effects 


Canadian cartoon duo returns with a new look and a mature, mellow sound 


Prozzak 

Album preview: Cruel Cruel World 
Maple Music 

Onsale now 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Editor-in-Chief 


Bursting on to the Canadian music 
scene in 1998 with their multi- 
platinum album Hot Show, the ani- 
mated band Prozzak became instantly 
known for their hyper-processed 
bubblegum-pop sound. And now, 
five years after releasing their last 
album, Prozzak is ready to return. 

However, fans of the old Prozzak 
might be surprised with the some- 
what laid back and evolved sound 
present in their new album, Cruel 
Cruel World. Are pop bands fronted 
by cartoon characters singing sup- 
posed to evolve? According to James 
Bryan, the man behind Milo, the 
beefier, quieter half of Prozzak, the 
issue didn’t even come up. 

“You know, as far as the sound 
goes, we weren't really thinking 
‘It’s gotta be this, it’s gotta be that,’ 
because it had been so long since 
the last album,” says Bryan. “So you 
know, it was very natural. Hopefully 
it’s different, but hopefully the 
fans will find similarities that they 
like.” 

Born out of the songwriting frus- 
trations of Bryan and Jay Levine when 
they were both with the Philosopher 
Kings, Prozzak started as an attempt 
to break free of constraints and just 
have a little fun writing songs. Bryan, 
who like Levine is currently devel- 
oping his own slew of artists and 
his own label, says that this album 
was birthed from the same sort of 
spontaneity. 

“Tm in Toronto, Jay’s living in New 
York, and I flew down there and we 


were going to co-write a song that 
we were going to pitch to, you know, 
Santana or something,” explains 
Bryan. “And we end up kind of writ- 
ing, ‘When I Think of You,’ the first 
song on the album. And we're both 
like, “Wait! This is Prozzak!’ 

“Tt was just spontaneous—it was 
chemistry, and we were just totally 
laughing, and, you know, we just had 
a few bottles of wine and stayed in 
the apartment ’til we had written a 
bunch of songs.” 


“Oh, yeah, [Milo’s] 
slimmed down a bit. 
You know, a lot of 
smoothies, doing some 


3° 
yoga. 
JAMES BRYAN (AKA “MILO”), 
PROZZAK 


However, the changes in Prozzak 
aren't as simple as a mere musical 
makeover. Arguably as important as 
the music was the cartoon appear- 
ance of the characters. Gone are the 
colourful rapscallions of yesteryear, 
replaced instead with muted browns 
and greys. The look is so different, 
in fact, that the band members were 
vacillating about it until the album 
went to press, and then they changed 
their minds again afterwards. 

“TOn the art on our website] Simon 
is almost back to normal. Yeah, and 
you know what? That’s actually the 
way it’s gonna be,” Bryan explains. 
“The cover with [Simon with a neck] 
is actually going to be a limited edi- 
tion. Jay and I had been toying with 
it, and he was going back and forth 
on it.” 

However, Milo, Simon’s buff and 


silent companion, will be keeping 
his new look. 

“Oh, yeah, [Milo’s] slimmed down 
a bit,” Bryan says, commenting on 
this musical avatar. “You know, a lot 
of smoothies, doing some yoga.” 

However, Prozzak’s cartoon yoga 
regiments aren't the only thing on 
Bryan's mind right now, as he cur- 
rently has three projects on the go: 
Prozzak, a solo album and the return 
of the Philosopher Kings. 

“It's insane. I don’t know why 
it all happened at once, but it did,” 
says Bryan enthusiastically. “The 
Philosopher Kings, much like 
Prozzak, hadn’t done anything in a 
bunch of years.“And then we started 
talking about it a few months ago and 
made a record with everyone except 
Jay. I think that, artistically, Prozzik 
was the only thing he wanted to 
do.” 

While Bryan will be touring for 
both the Philosopher Kings and to 
promote his own album, Prozzak 
probably won't be hitting the road, 
and not just because Bryan is so busy. 
It’s because they can’t really see any 
way to top their last tour. 

“The last show we did was [in an] 
arena, Kiss style. It was a crazy tour 
with big props and pyrotechnics and 
lasers, and we played on stage with 
the video screens,” says Bryan. “I 
don’t know were else we could hon- 
estly go if we were going to go out 
and do a show.” 

If they were to tour as Prozzak 
again, much like their musical style, 
the style of show would have to 
change. 

“Tt needs to be different. We were 
hoping to do something more the- 
atrical, Something more Broadway 
style, except, you know, cooler. 
Or, like, the Blue Man Group or 
something.” 


Cruel Cruel World 
Maple Music 
www.prozzak.com 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Editor-in-Chief 


PHPSPFEE EIRP EE PEP ERE SS 


People who ve heard music by the car- 
toon band Prozzak often have strong 
feelings about them. Either they like 
their over-the-top hyper-pop or they 
absolutely hate it. 

As a person who likes things that 
go up to eleven, I was able to appre- 
ciate the craft that went into the 
intensely sugary lyrics and catchy 
hooks of Prozzak. Prozzak essentially 
took the popular musical language 
of the time—the gross sounds of 
groups like B4-4 and N*SYNC— 
and made songs that were just a 
little bit catchier and just a little bit 
sillier. 

As such, I was interested to hear 
what Prozzak’s new album would 


sound like. In an era of indie-rock, pop 
isn’t the common musical nomencla- 
ture. And you can tell that by hearing 
Prozzak’s new album. 

Cruel Cruel World goes for a sort 
of indie-pop sound, and is a smaller 
album than its predecessors in both 
good and bad ways. The almost sooth- 
ing melodies don’t “go for eleven” by 
pushing a pop sound further than it’s 
supposed to go. 

There are some fine tunes on the 
album, the most notable being the 
first single, “When I Think Of You.” 
It’s the kind of album you could put on 
and enjoy with a group of people and 


not have to explain yourself, but that www.subway.com 


kind of spoils the fun. 
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From anywhere... to anyone 


Hours of Operation: September - April 
Monday to Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
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WANTED: Survey Interviewers 


* Major social policy research firm in downtown Edmonton 
needs people to conduct nation-wide telephone surveys 


* No experience required, but friendly professional 
communication skills are essential 


* Bilingualism an asset 


+ Part-time hours available for evenings and weekends, 
with flexible scheduling 

* 1 block from LRT 

* NO SALES OR TELEMARKETING edmonton@ekos.com 


+ Starting wage is $9.00/hr OR 408-5233 (fax) 


TEN THOUSAND 


VILLAGES 


“EDMONTON 
10432 - 82 Avenue 
780.439.8349 


www. TenThousandVillages.ca 


The Myth of Summer 

Written by Cossi Massing 

Directed by Stephen Heatley 

Starring Molly Flood, Nadien Chu, 
Shawna O'Connell, Jacqueline Russell, 
Nick Green, Michael Bridgman, Jessi 
Piggott and Grant Bjorge 


JAMES STORRIE 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Fair Trade Since 1946 


9,530 Vehicles Checked 
An Immediate Arrest 


AFine of No Less than $600 


If you weren't aware that the campus 
housed a prestigious theatre school, 
Nadien Chu and her fellow actors, 
directors and theatre technicians are 
hoping to set you straight with the 
year’s third Studio Theatre play, The 
Myth of Summer. 

In preparation for the homegrown 
production—written by local play- 
wright Conni Massing, it features 
such exotic locales as the West 
Edmonton Mall water park—the pro- 
duction team has been devising an 
elaborate set-up involving projected 
backdrops and a “revolve,” a rotating 
stage used in plays that is a key ele- 
ment in Summer. 

“The revolve works as a central con- 
vention through the play,” explains 
Chu, who will be playing one of the 
main characters, Jackie. “It helps us 
move the scenes along very quickly, 
as we turn the stage rather than 
changing the set, but it also serves to 
show the passage of time.” 

The crew is hoping that their inno- 
vative approach to this production 
will draw in new audiences. While 
their production of Candida earlier 
this year was moderately successful, 
there’s a definite worry in the drama 
department that the general stu- 
dent body doesn’t know about these 


productions, or is simply not moti- 
vated to attend. 


“We would love to get 
more students to come 
out to our shows, but 
it seems to me that 
theatre is becoming 
a thing of the past— 
people will go to the 
movies instead of 
coming to see live 
theatre, but theatre is 
still such an important 
aspect of our society, 
part of the fabric of 
who we are. It’s such 
an important thing to 
support.” 


NADIEN CHU 


“This has been an ongoing issue 
for us, and we're not even really sure 
how to tackle it,” says Chu. “We've 
been throwing around so many ideas: 
should we be handing out handbills 
in SUB? Busking somewhere? What 
do we need to do to start promoting 
ourselves to the rest of the student 
body? The Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
acting program at the University is, 
alongside the National Theatre School 
in Montréal, the best acting school in 
Canada. We've really got the cream 
of the crop as far as student actors, 


ANGELIQUE RODRIGUES 


SUMMER LOVE? Studio Theatre’s latest production, The Myth of Summer, is written by aa local and set in the city. 


Myth aims at Studio Theatre newbies 


but I would say that most of campus 
doesn’t even realize we're here. 

“If you're involved in drama or the 
acting subculture, you know about 
the theatre school, but for the most 
part, it’s very isolated from the gen- 
eral population. We would love to 
get more students to come out to our 
shows, but it seems to me that the- 
atre is becoming a thing of the past-— 
people will go to the movies instead 
of coming to see live theatre, but the- 
atre is still such an important aspect 
of our society, part of the fabric of 
who we are. It’s such an important 
thing to support.” 

Media coverage has been good, 
says Chu, and there's certainly sup- 
port for Studio Theatre from those 
already within the city’s arts commu- 
nity, but reaching out and engaging 
the student body remains a concern. 
As such, it’s no surprise they're work- 
ing hard to attract new fans, both 
with The Myth of Summer and the 
following productions, As You Like 
It and Scenes of an Execution, which 
will play after Christmas with their 
own surprise, avant-garde twists. 

Chu stresses that students shouldn't 
be intimidated by live theatre, and 
that the quick and fun Myth of 
Summer will be an excellent way 
for novice thespians to get their first 
taste. “It’s part comedy, part drama, a 
little bit of a love story, a little bit of 
a family-breakdown story” explains 
Chu. “And it’s all set in Edmonton. 
There isn’t a lot of heightened the- 
atre language: it’s all about aspects of 
society today, but heightened. I really 
think that if people came out for just 
this one piece, they’d fall in love with 
the theatre. It’s going to be a blast.” 
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Old World documentary as good as new 


Pictures of the Old World 
Directed by Dusan Hanak 
Monday, 5 December at 99m 
Metro Cinema 


JAMES STORRIE 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


If there’s one thing that the Soviets and 
the directors of the Metro cinema have 
in common, it’s being a bit nutty over 
film. Where as the Metro loves showing 
it, those old communists would take the 
same passion to censoring what could 
be played. But, as luck would have it, a 
rare collection of some once-censored 
films from Czechoslovakia have made 
it to the Metro's door. 

Dusan Hanak’s Pictures of the Old 
World, a charming and beautiful docu- 
mentary charting the challenging lives 
of elderly Slovakians during the Soviet 
occupation, tips off the Metro's Slovak 
films series. This is not, however, a 
dry critique of Soviet colonial power 
or anything equally dull. Pictures of 
the Old World is quite simply about a 
handful of people and the interesting 
but difficult lives they live. 

“Charming” can not really be said 
enough in relation to this film—it's 


very much like spending a few hours 
with your great-grandfather and just lis- 
tening. Keeping mostly out of the way, 
Hanak lets the people he interviews 
narrate the film, and they tell, as they 
should, a lifetime of stories. Some are 
quirky and cheerful, like the husband 
thrown out by his wife who roams 
the countryside indulging in his true 
passion, collecting news of the space 
race. Others are cynical and sarcastic, 
like the man living alone, tending to 
his flock of sheep and spending every 
waking hour as drunk as possible while 
he waits for his final year to pass. 

Not everything here is laughs and 
sunshine, and though it’s easy to get 
lost in the crisp, beautiful images 
Hanak has captured, most of these 
tales are ultimately unhappy ones. The 
old world and its inhabitants are being 
left behind. These grandmothers and 
grandfathers have been, for the most 
part, abandoned by the younger gen- 
eration, and live hard, destitute lives. 
Many simply cry. The stories of hus- 
bands and wives outliving their only 
companions are poignant, to say the 
least. 

Yet if anything typifies the spirit of 
the film, it’s the story of one of the 
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last people interviewed. Having had 
his legs crushed by a toppled cart and 
forced to crawl on his hands and knees 
for help, the man would still go on to 
chop down trees, mix mortar, build 
himself'a house and run his own farm. 
These are indeed old world images, but 
there is a sort of old world spirit here, 
too. It’s no surprise that when Hanak 
begins interviewing the elderly villag- 
ers and asking them what truly matters 
in life, many of them say “work.” 

The touching and endearing stories 
of these forgotten people are further 
heightened by Hanak’s beautiful pho- 
tographic sensibility. While mostly a 
film—this isn’t, by any means, simply a 
slide show—the tales distill themselves 
into strikingly beautiful still images, 
highlighting the true depth and grace 
of the subjects’ experiences. The film 
itself has been well preserved, and 
though the subtitles are occasionally a 
bit obscured, the sharpness and quality 
of the images is fantastic. 

This isn’t a film to be missed, so 
before it leaves town, show those 
Soviets a thing or to and take a date 
down to the Metro. Just make sure 
they're ready to listen—Pictures of the 
Old World has a lot to say. 


Flawed French thriller 
almost worth celebrating 


LaCérémonie 

Directed by Claude Chabrol 
Starring Isabelle Huppert, Sandrine 
Bonnaire and Jean-Pierre Cassel 
Sunday, 4November at 7pm 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


From a modern-day portrayal of class 
conflicts to a story about a woman 
whose insecurities lead to tragedy, it’s 
a bit hard trying to figure out exactly 
what point La Cérémonie is trying to 
make. Just as difficult is trying to figure 
out where the plot is going and where 
the sporadic actions of the characters 
are coming from. After a while it seems 
that the questions are to be left open to 
interpretation, because the film defi- 
nitely won't be making it clear. 


While the film 
succeeds in slow 

build up to an intense 
climax, it fails to clearly 
show the motivations 
behind the characters’ 
actions ... 


The movie begins with Catherine 
Leliévre (Jacqueline Bisset), an upscale 
bourgeois woman, interviewing Sophie 
Bonhomme (Sandrine Bonnaire), a 
plain and insecure woman, for a job 
as a maid. Sophie gets the job, but 
little respect. When the Leliévre family 
goes on a vacation to Corsica, Sophie is 
befriended by Jeanne (Isabelle Huppert), 
a postal worker who hates, and is hated 
by, the Leliévre family. Jeanne envies the 
grandiose life the Leliévres and appears 
to be a much-needed friend for Sophie. 

Jeanne is the fearless and outspoken 
opposite to Sophie's reserved and quiet 
nature. However, the two share quite a 
bit in common, including a past murder 
which they've managed to escape from 


and sweep under the carpet. When 
both women discover the other's 
secret, they laugh it off: However, when 
the Leliévres’ daughter discovers one of 
Sophie's other secrets—illiteracy—and 
tells her parents, the groundwork is set 
for Sophie’s suppressed past to resurface 
and for more violence to occur. 

The transformation of the film from 
a simple to horrific story is done effec- 
tively and is realistically timed, with the 
intensity of the ending dwarfing the 
movie's begining. The same change in 
tone applies to the characters, with the 
Leviévres going from snobby and judg- 
mental to a vulnerable family threat- 
ened by the criminal sides of Jeanne 
and Sophie, who are likewise characters 
that the audience starts out feeling sorry 
for only to realize they might not be as 
innocent as they first appeared. 

While the film succeeds in slow 
build up to an intense climax, it fails 
to clearly show the motivations behind 
the characters’ actions, especially those 
of Jeanne and Sophie. At first the comic 
relief, Jeanne later turns into the nutcase 
set on ruining the Leliévres’ lives by 
doing things like spreading gossip and 
opening their mail. While it is hinted 
that she in fact desires the Leli€évres’ life- 
style, this idea is barely explored. 

Sophie is even harder to figure out. 
While it is clear that she has insecurities, 
it’s tough to understand why she would 
want to commit violent acts against the 
family, whose members never mali- 
ciously mistreated her. Melinda even 
makes an effort to make Sophie less of 
a servant and more of a friend, making 
it difficult to know whether one should 
sympathize with Sophie. 

While elements of characterisa- 
tion may indeed be missing from La 
Cérémonie, the film captures how 
low self-esteem, jealousy and social 
inequality can bring out the worst in 
people and how such individuals might 
stop at nothing to change the position 
theyre in. With a little more explana- 
tion and characters whose actions make 
a bit more sense, La Cérémonie could 
be a film worth celebrating. 
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DEBRIS by Quinn Furey 


Do you 
WNT Te SEE 
SPON TANEaYS 


COMPUTER BLUES by Kevin Ng 
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MUSIC FROM TRUSTED 
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Be Smart. 
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www.simianportal.com 
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Gold Key 


community. 


Recognition Award 


Society 


The Students’ Union Gold Key Award was created by the Students’ Union 
President Tevie Miller in 1950 and is intended to recognize the best on cam- 
pus; those who contribute most to making the University of Alberta a better 
place through their outstanding work in extra-curricular activities. This 
honour is bestowed on those people who contribute greatly to the campus 


All members of the campus community are eligible for the award with the 
exception of the Students’ Union Executive. The Gold Key Awards Com- 
mittee shall have the discretion to award a number of Gold Key Recogni- 
tion Awards. Notwithstanding other involvements, participation in Student 
Government, Volunteer Activities, Student Organizations, Student oe 
and Community Involvement ma idered. 


Application deadline is January 25, 2006 
Applications available at all Info Booths, Faculty Offices, __ 
2-900 SUB and online at www.su.ualberta.calawards 


For more information contact: 
492-4236 or ae ualberta. ca 
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SPACE CAT by Fish Griwkowsky 
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MICH MICH by Shaun Lyons 
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HALEY’S COMIX by Mike Robertson 
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PICKLE FRENZY by Mike Kendrick 


mie! ; Gant % THS SatT!? 


ps ‘ THIS 150° T 
isek OVER 077 
SAME 4 “ol cocopmnen pivgae/! 


LE MIROIR 


Volume I numéro 8 ¢ le journal étudiant francophone officiel de la university ofalberta « \e jeudi 1°" décembre 2005 


Le cas Stéphane Dion ou le syndrome Wilfrid Laurier 


JARED MILNE 
Opinion politique 


Stéphane Dion : ce nom a des con- 
notations presque aussi négatives au 
Québec qu’a celui de Pierre Trudeau. 
On le croit traitre pour sa « loi sur 
la clarté » que certains disent étre 
a la source de l’impossibilité des 
Québécois et des Québécoises a 
décider de leur propre destin. Le 
grand défenseur de l’unité canadienne 
est considéré au Québec comme un « 
vendu » et un traitre. 

Mais est-ce que ces accusations sont 
justifies? Selon moi, les accusations 
soulevées contre Dion ne le sont pas. 
Beaucoup de personnes ont été trop 
occupées a célébrer ou a condam- 
ner cette loi sur la clarté, au point 
doublier que Dion a travaillé, 4 plu- 


sieurs reprises, pour la reconnaissance 
du Québec comme étant une société 
distincte au sein du Canada. 

Il sen est justifié devant plusieurs 
types d’auditoires canadiens. II avait 
répondu a ses critiques anglophones 
que, si l’Alberta ou la Colombie- 
Britannique étaient les seules prov- 
inces majoritairement anglophones 
dans un continent francophone, 
celles-ci voudraient protéger leurs cul- 
tures et langues distinctes. Ceci est une 
chose que beaucoup d’Anglophones 
semblent oublier... 

Il faut aussi noter que Dion a défendu 
le projet de loi 101, l’'appelant « une 
grande loi » méme s'il a sévérement 
été critiqué par le Parti d’Egalité du 
Québec, qui voudrait voir le Québec 
devenir « une province comme les 
autres ». Si Dion était vraiment le 


jumeau politique de Pierre Trudeau, 
aurait-il agit de la sorte? 

Enfin, il faudrait se rappeler que 
quelques critiques anglophones voient 
en la fameuse loi sur la clarté un grand 
malheur. Pourquoi cela? Parmi toutes 
les fédérations au monde, le Canada 
est une des seules, sinon la seule, 4 
établir des régles sur la fagon dont une 
de ses composantes pourrait se séparer 
du pays. 

Malheureusement, les Québécois 
et Québécoises semblent oublier que 
Dion a défendu le Québec ainsi que 
les Anglophones, et qu'il a supporté 
le projet de la loi 101 et la reconnais- 
sance du Québec comme société dis- 
tincte. Dion semble étre pris dans le 
syndrome Wilfrid Laurier : essayer de 
réconcilier deux partis qui semblent 
opposés 


Société Radio-Canada: La banalité insidieuse 


GUILLAUME LAROCHE 
Opinion 


Il y a quelque chose qui me tracasse. 
Ca marrive partout a la longueur de 
mes journées banales. Soit en faisant 
des activités banales, comme écouter 
la radio ou la télé, soit simplement en 
lisant les nouvelles du jour. C’est bien 
la raison pour laquelle je suis resté 
surpris quand j'ai découvert ce qui me 
tracassait dans toute cette banalité: les 
médias auxquels je me fie deviennent 
également banals. C’est simplement 
trop de banalités! 

Le fait que les médias se ressemblent 
les uns les autres n/a rien de nouveau. 
Ce qui est plut6t marquant, c’est que la 
Société Radio-Canada (SRC) s'adonne 
de plus en plus a des pratiques banales. 
C’est bien ¢a, la Société Radio-Canada, 
principale issue des minorités dans les 
médias, celle-la méme qui télédiffuse 
des matchs des Maple Leafs chaque 
samedi soir pendant l’hiver. 

« Mais voyons Guillaume, t’as vrai- 
ment perdu la boule! Le hockey est de 
retour, les nouvelles sont présentées 4 
la radio chaque heure, et ce, en fran- 
¢ais ou en anglais! Tout va trés bien, 
voyons!»> Oui, tout va trés bien, si on 
adopte de tels standards pour juger la 
qualité du travail de Radio Canada. 
Mais regardons un peu plus loin... 
Regardons l’exemple de la radio ou 
plutdt, écoutons-la. Ecoutez, vous 
verrez, comme dit si bien leur slogan. 
Et que verrons-nous? Que la SRC ne 
file pas trés bien de ces jours-ci, et que 
si ¢a continue, ¢a va seulement aller de 
pire en pire. 

Je m’explique. 

La Société a récemment annoncé 
que sa chaine radiophonique prin- 
cipale, Radio One, diffusera a partir 
d'une nouvelle émission du contenu 
dit «populaire» (Madonna, par exem- 
ple) chaque aprés-midi. Effectivement, 


une telle manoeuvre pousse la Société 
la ot elle ne devrait pas aller: de plus 
en plus proche des autres médias. 
C’est-a-dire que des fonds publics sont 
utilisés pour transformer notre Société 
en une chaine commerciale, telle que 
96X. C'est fondamentalement une 
mauvaise idée. 

Premiérement, Radio One nest 
pas en mesure de faire compétition 
a des postes commerciaux. Les sta- 
tions commerciales resteront toujours 
meilleures dans ce domaine, car elles 
ont été fondées avec l’intention de 
présenter un répertoire populaire. La 
SRC, elle, doit fonctionner selon des 
réglements établis dans la Loi sur la 
Radiodiffusion, des paramétres rédigés 
en fonction de la diffusion d’un con- 
tenu pertinent aux besoins du canadi- 
anisme, tant national que régional (si 
quelqu’un peut m éclaircir sur la fagon 
dont une’chanson de Madonna rem- 
plirait cette fonction, je serai bien heu- 
reux). La Société entre non seulement 
dans un marché ou elle ne peut pas 
espérer sortir gagnante, mais elle veut 
également faire fi de ses propres prin- 
cipes. Dans quel but? Apparemment, 
celui de sattirer plus d’auditeurs et 
dauditrices... ce qui ne se produira 
guére, car les stations commerciales 
pourront toujours livrer un contenu 
populaire, et donc pourront mieux 
desservir une clientéle continuelle. 

Il est alors clair que le role de la SRC 
est de desservir un public autre que 
celui qui écoute des stations commer- 
ciales. Hors, nous savons bien que si les 
stations commerciales ont un succés, 
c'est qu'une majorité populaire les sup- 
porte. Par conséquent, la SRC devrait 
desservir les minorités. « Attends une 
minute 1a Guillaume, si la population 
canadienne, c’est-a-dire, la majorité 
paie pour Radio-Canada, pourquoi 
est-ce que celle-ci devrait desservir les 
minorités? » Une excellente question, 


en effet, 4 laquelle, j'ai une excellente 
réponse a proposer: parce que dans 
toute société ot le reglement se décide 
par majorité simple, la majorité a une 
responsabilité de protéger les vues de 
la minorité, sinon la tyrannie de la 
majorité s’en suit. Nous avons ainsi le 
devoir collectif de protéger ces inté- 
réts, et ceci a traditionnellement été 
fait par le biais de la SRC. Mais quand 
des émissions comme Ceci est un test, 
une émission pour les amateurs de 
musique alternative francophone, pas- 
sent presque a la guillotine (comme 
c était le cas l'année passée), le pouvoir 
d’expression non seulement des gens 
qui écoutent cette musique mais égale- 
ment de ces artistes qui s'adressent a 
un public limité est encore grande- 
ment compromis. 

Ce qui est encore plus intéressant, 
ce sont les sondages qui indiquent 
que la majorité supporte qu'une pro- 
grammation variée et différente fasse 
partie de notre société, méme si cela 
est seulement de fagon occasionnelle. 
Lavancement social dans toute disci- 
pline soit-elle artistique ou scienti- 
fique dépend d’un support continuel. 
Si la majorité supporte effectivement 
un avancement social dans les différ- 
entes disciplines que l’on retrouve aux 
postes de la SRC, nous devons effec- 
tivement continuer a supporter ces 
initiatives sans considérer le nombre 
de gens qui y prétera une attention 
quasi-religieuse. 

En éliminant un support pour les 
minorités et en remplagant les pro- 
grammes auxquels elles prétent atten- 
tion, la SRC s‘oriente vers un futur trés 
incertain. Incertain par son manque 
total d’innovation et la banalité inévi- 
table qui s’en suivra 4 la télé et la radio. 
Jespére alors que j'apprendrai a aimer 
les nouvelles et le hockey des Maple 
Leafs. Il y a quelque chose qui me tra- 
Casse avec (a... 
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Pour un Québec lucide? Foutaise...! 


CARL “LE CAT” CHAREST 
Opinion 


Vous savez, j'aime bien la vie que 
jai ici, mais je me surprends encore 
a regarder sporadiquement les nou- 
velles du Québec! Ce n’est pas que je 
mennuie énormément de mon anci- 
enne vie — en fait, je dirais plut6t que 
depuis mon arrivée ici, je me plais 4 
constater 4 quel point ¢a va mal dans 
la Belle Province. 

On a seulement a regarder les 
téléréalités comme « La Chambre des 
Communes », « Jean le berger et sa 
gang de moutons égarés » et « Qui 
veut étre chef du Parti Québécois? ». 
Lors de ces émissions quotidiennes, on 
peut apprendre pleins de potins sur les 
acteurs de ces soaps; on apprend que 
l'un d’entre eux a déja consommé de 
la cocaine, que l'autre est une grande 
féministe, qu'un autre encore aurait 
fait faire les rénovations de son chalet 
au noir et que Jean «le berger» Charest 
ne sait plus quoi faire pour maintenir 
la légendaire qualité de son bétail ... 
Que de rebondissements mes amis! 

Depuis un certain temps, on com- 
mence 4 réaliser quil n'y a pas de 
dénouement a ces émissions. Le pro- 
bléme est que les producteurs, réal- 
isateurs et acteurs de ces émissions 
semblent se contrebalancer de leur 
public; c’est-a-dire de ceux qui leur 
permettent de vivre la vie palpitante 
du star system québécois. Les sondages 
indiquent clairement que |’intérét du 
public n’y est plus et qu'un change- 
ment 4 la grille horaire ne ferait pas 
de tort! 

Il est grand temps que certaines 
«émissions» soient retirées. Lors de 
ma tendre enfance, je devais regarder 
une émission ou les puissants syndicats 
québécois se battaient contre les red- 
outables Mondialisation et Capitalisme! 
A un moment donné, alors que papa 
et maman avaient les yeux rivés sur 


leur programme, j'ai changé de canal 
afin d’écouter une quelconque émis- 
sion sur |’économie. Malheur, on m/a 
traité de «gars d’la droite,» et jai ter- 
miné ma soirée a fixer le mur 4 me 
faire dire que je devais penser comme 
un vrai québécois et qu'il me fallait 
délaisser ces ambitions... J’ai souvent 
tenté d’expliquer mes divergences 
dopinion, et 4 chaque fois on me ren- 
voyait en punition! 

Il y a aussi cette émission qui 
sappelle « Boomers » qui est présen- 
tée a l’antenne depuis les années 50! 
Avec eux, on aura vécu beaucoup de 
revirements palpitants. Tout d’abord, 
ils nous ont permis de connaitre plu- 
sieurs chansons thémes au cours des 
années dont Elvis, Janis Joplin, et les 
Classels! Briévement, ce groupe de 
joyeux lurons ont découvert la mari- 
juana et l'amour libre. Cependant, 
la jeunesse n’a plus un grand intérét 
pour cette émission, car elle tourne en 
rond. On entend méme dire que les 
comédiens de cette série sont rendus 
dépendants, entre autres, de drogues 
de type Valium; on rapporte méme 
quils mangent l’'argent du « grand 
coffre » du peuple pour se procurer 
leurs doses. 

Ces quelques exemples ne représen- 
tent qu'une infime partie de la situ- 
ation problématique au Québec, et 
des réformes sont impératives afin de 
servir l’intérét de tous. La mondialisa- 
tion fait de plus en plus partie de nos 
vies et le fait de résister ne fait que 
mettre des batons dans les roues ; les 
répercussions prendront davantage 
d’ampleur au cours des prochaines 
années. I] est temps d’avoir des acteurs 
qui vont penser en fonction des réels 
besoins de la population québécoise. 
Jen ai plein le cul des petits potins qui 
ne font que faire régresser le Québec — 
tant et aussi longtemps que les choses 
ne changeront pas, je vais demeurer 
expatri€é! 


Une premiere Africaine 


ERIC VAILLANT 
Actualité 


Le Libéria a récemment élu sa pre- 
miére « présidente », Ellen Johnston- 
Sirleaf, ce qui est un précédent sur 
le continent africain. Diplomée en 
économie 4 |’Université d’Harvard, 
Madame Johnston-Sirleaf a notam- 
ment travaillé pour les Nations Unies 
ainsi que pour la Banque Mondiale. Les 
élections générales (parlementaires et 
présidentielles) au Libéria font suite a 
une des exigences de l'accord de paix, 
signée en aout 2003, qui prévoyait une 
période transitoire de deux ans avant 
la venue des nouvelles élections. Selon 
Frances Johnson Morris, présidente 
de la Commission électorale national 
(NEC), Madame Johnston-Sirleaf 
aurait obtenu 59,6 % des suffrages 
au deuxiéme tour de la présidentielle 
alors que son principal adversaire, 
Georges Weah, aurait obtenu 40,4 % 
des suffrages. Monsieur Weah dont la 
popularité tient beaucoup a son passé 
de footballeur, a réagi devant ces résul- 
tats en portant plainte pour fraude 
électorale. 

Les défis qui attendent la nou- 
velle présidente sont a la grandeur de 
l'Afrique. De fait, Madame Johnston- 
Sirleaf doit (littéralement) reconstru- 
ire le Libéria qui vient de traverser une 
période de 14 ans de guerre civile. 
Selon Olivier Péguy de Radio France 
International, il lui faudra « éradi- 


quer la corruption quasi-généralisée 
au sein de l’Etat et du secteur privé... » 
ce qui risque d’étre difficile, d’autant 
plus que sa réussite tient a la récon- 
ciliation nationale. En plus d’avoir a 
créer des emplois pour les Libériens 
et Libériennes, elle a dans son assiette 
le sort de l’ancien président du pays, 
Charles Taylor. En effet, Taylor, exilé 
au Nigeria depuis 2003, a pour épée de 
Damocleés 17 chefs d’accusation dont 
des crimes de guerre et des crimes 
contre l’humanité. Quoique Olusegun 
Obansanjo, président du Nigeria, 
refuse d’expulser l’ancien président 
libérien, il a récemment affirmé que 
«seul un président démocratiquement 
élu pourra demander l’extradition de 
Taylor». Conséquemment, cette tache 
reviendrait a la nouvelle présidente. 
Pour accomplir la tache gargantu- 
esque qui s'impose a elle, Madame 
Johnston-Sirleaf, dont la forte déter- 
mination lui a valu le surnom de 
«Dame de fer», aura certes besoin de 
plusieurs alliés. Outre ses nombreux 
partisans, il est fort 4 parier quelle 
demandera l'aide de ses nombreux 
amis des Nations Unies et de la Banque 
Mondiale. De plus, elle envisagerait de 
proposer un « poste important » a son 
rival Georges Weah, ce qui pourrait 
contribuer en partie au ralliement de 
la population libérienne. Si la recon- 
struction du Libéria est encore a 
refaire, l’élection d’une premiére pré- 
sidente est désormais une réalité. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place aclassified ad, please go 
towww.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


Looking for a place to live? Check out www. 
rentingspaces.ca to find your next home! 
Hundreds of current listings throughout 
Edmonton. A service of your Students’ Union. 
3-bed, 1.5-bath, large yard and garage, wood 
fireplace, S$go0o/mo Jesse at 669-9698 or 
jhahn@everpowerorg. 


U of A 111st 74ave, renovated 4-bdrm+bsmt 
ste. 2 1/2 bath, nlp, no smoking. 24 Dec, 
$1200+util, 604-7550. 


Saskatchewan Drive, executive suite. 2- 
bedrooms, 2 full baths, balcony, underground 
parking. Immediate possession. 993-6321. 
$1250 incl util. 

Room for rent in highlands, $325. Easy transit 
to UofA (#2 toLRT).More at http://homepage. 
mac.com/geoff.hansen/roomarent!. 


FOR SALE 


Burton Team rider selling off hawt snowboard 
gear! For sizzale: 2005 Burton UNINC 160, 
$300. 2005 Sabbath boots size 11, $125. Cizzall 
Eric @ 686-3742. 


SERVICE 


FREE HAIRCUTS. Haircut models required for 
downtown salon and spa. Please call Avanti at 
482-2396. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) meets 
every Sunday 10:30-11:30am at LArche, 
7708 - 83rd street. For more information: 
edmontonquakers@shaw.ca_ or telephone 
(780) 467-1446. 

Red Deer College in Kenya. 1-30 May, 2006. 
Maasai Mara Tsavo National Park, Indian Ocean 
Coast. Principles of ecology and/or indigenous 
and cultural minorities in the modern world. 
www.rdc.ab.ca. (403) 342-3504. 


Want to study MEDICINE in Europe? www. 
medical-school.ca and canadmin@medical- 
school.ca. 


Karma Tashi Ling Tibetan Buddhist Centre, 
Lama Ani Kunsang resident teacher, invites 
students and staff to Buddhist meditation 
practice Weds 7pm, 10502 70 ave, 633-6157. 
ASL sign language class level one begins 17 
January, 2006 for twelve weeks. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9:30pm. Contact Specialized Support 
& Disability Services, U of A, 492-3381, 2-800 
SUB for more information. 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


Earls Bourbon St in West Edmonton Mall is 
hiring experienced waiters/waitresses for 
the upcoming busy Christmas season! We 
are looking for both full- and pt employment 
to continue into the New Year. Please apply 
directly on location. 


Independent Advocacy provides service for 
adults w/ developmental disabilites. Require 
caring profess for ft and p/t work at various 
shifts. Duties incl assist w/ personal care, 
transferring, light house keeping, meal prep 
and community access. Reg shifts are 4 on 
4 off rotation. Staff are placed in various 
locations depending on avail openings. 
Requirements: current std 1st aid, police + 
child welfare checks. $11.84—12.84. Apply by 
fax 454-8522 or e-mail. 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


RA Malatest & Associates Ltd, Western 
Canada’s largest independent research firm, 
requires part-time interviewers. Absolutely 
no sales involved. French an asset. Flexible 


schedule, good forstudents.Over$9.5o/hour+ 
bonuses. Send resumé toj.parslow@malatest. 
com or fax 780-448-9047. 

Caregiver required for two little boys ages 2 
and 4 in their home. 8am—4pm 3 or 4 days/ 
wk. Sense of humour essential! Call Monica 
437-744). 

Wanted - guitar teachers. Weed Music Ltd, the 
premier music school in Spruce Grove needs 
qualified guitar teachers. Starting at $15/hour. 
Call Gehres or Laura Weed 962-6705. 

Need Christmas cash? 4-6 week work 
program. $18.05 base/appt, flex sched, cust 
sales/service, will train. Conditions apply. 453- 
g006 or www.winterbreakwork.com. 


Want to prove to the next generation that 
SCIENCE ROCKS? WISEST needs a part-time 
project coordinator to help organize the 
Choices and SET Conferences for elementary 
and high-school girls. For more details, refer 
to the CaPS online job posting (#881) or the 
WISEST website, www.wisest.ualberta.ca. 
Deadline is 2 December, or until a suitable 
candidate is found. 


Driver education instructor. Are you looking 
forpart-timeemployment?Areyouinterested 
in working for one of Alberta's largest and 
most respected membership organizations? 
The Alberta Motor Association is currently 
recruiting for part-time Driver Education 
Instructors. If you have a natural teaching 
ability and a genuine interest in positively 
influencing people, you may have a future 
in driver education. The ideal candidate will 
have a valid class 5 Alberta Operator's License 
or better for 3 years. Candidates require a 
clean driving record, produce an acceptable 
security clearance check and a high school 
diploma. The AMA provides and supports 
certification. An extensive training program 
is provided. To apply for this opportunity, 
please forward your resumé and a copy of 
a clean driver’s abstract by 17 December, 
2005 to: Tara Gelowitz, Human Resources 
Advisor Alberta Motor Association, 10310 
GA MacDonald (39A) Avenue, Edmonton, 
AB T6J 6R7. Fax: (780) 430-5711, e-ail: tara. 
gelowitz@ama.ab.ca. 


This job pays $12 to 13 an hour for up to 20 
hrs a week starting in January. If you have a car 
(mileage will be paid) and are willing to take 
a 5-year-old boy to and from school MTWR 
mornings. Contact jonip@ualberta.net. 


PERSONALS 


It's Party Time! Dial: 44-PARTY Ads. Jokes, 
stories and MORE! Free Local Call. 18+ Ladies- 
always free! Guys from 5¢/minute! ist time 
callers get free trial with ad code: 4283. Meet 
new people ... make new friends. Try it NOW! 
(780) 44-PARTY. 


LSAT MCAT 


GMAT GRE 


Preparation Seminars 


® Complete 30-Hour Seminars 


® Proven Test-Taking Strategies 
® Personalized Professional Instruction 
® Comprehensive Study Materials 
@ Simulated Practice Exams 

® Free Repeat Policy 

® Personal Tutoring Available 

® Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 


780-428-8700! 1-800-779-1779 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


CROSSWORD 


The Triviaword: compiled by Scott C Bourgeois. The 
solution is available at www.gateway.ualberta.ca 


on the “comics” section. 


Across 


1. In an alphabetical listing, this 
country would come last. 


3. This legendary actor played 
Philip Marlowe in the 1946 film 
The Big Sleep. 


6. This drink contains as many 
types of rum as possible. 


8. An Australian duck-billed, egg 
laying mammal. 


10. The traditional blade wielded 
by a samurai. 


11. Florence Nightingale tended 
to the troops of this war. 


13. A phrenologist studies and 
interprets this part of the body. 


14. This historical rulerwas known 
as The Serpent of the Nile. 


17. Mandrill is another name for 
this animal. 


21. The scientific term for nose- 
job. 


23. The Himalayan name for the 
Abominable Snowman. 


25. If you bowl three consecu- 
tive strikes, you're said to have 


obtained one of these. 


26. This famed English site is 
found on Salisbury Plain. 


27. Mr Spock’s blood is this 
colour. 


28. John Wayne won his only 
Oscar for this movie. 


30. This sport features sculls, 
strokes and slides. 


31. This Titan was the father of 
Zeus, and was generally consid- 
ered to be a bit of ajerk. 


32. The capital of Chile (hint: not 
Chileville.) 


33. Christopher Columbus 


clamed the New World in the 
name of this country. 


Down 

2. The state motto of California. 
3. This man was the first 
defenceman to win the NHL 
scoring championship (two 
words.) 

4. Lord Voldemort’s family name. 


5. Author of “Just So Stories.” 


7. Japanese equivalent of Walt 


a : 


Fa 
—_ 


Disney, this director's works 
include Spirited Away, Princess 
Mononoke and Porco Rosso. 


9. This man was king of the Huns 
from 406 to 453. 


10. If you “yarn over” or “pop 
corn” you are doing this. 


12. The first UN secretary-gen- 
eral, Trygve Lie, was of this 
nationality. 


15. Wrestlers Shawn Michaels 
and Marty Jannetty used to 
wrestle as this tag team. 


16. Cows have this many teats. 


18. The Powerpuff Girlsare names 
Blossom, Bubbles and this. 


19. The leading female singer 
in an opera is called this (two 
word.) 


20. The family name of Mario and 
Luigi. 

22. The pen name of writer 
Theodor Geisel. 


24. The more common name for 
the vegetable “Beta Vulgaris.” 


29. The Knave of Hearts stole 
these. 


: Su ADVERTISEMENT thursday, 1 december, 2005 


THE MATH AND APPLIED SCIENCES CENTRE 


IS OFFERING 


FINAL EXAM REVIEWS 


WITH 


CARMEN & MARKUS 


Math 100, 101, 102, 113/114, 115, 
120/125, 201, 209, 300, 309 

Chem 101/103, 161, 261 

Stat 141, 151, 235 

EnPh 131 

Phys 130, 230 

Civ € 270 

Bio 107 

Engg 130 

Mec € 250 

Chem € 243 


Lensth: 4 hrs 
Fee: $40 


(includes 4 hour review and review package with solutions) 


Registration: 

9:00-3:00 daily in 

Room 126 Chemical-Materials Engineering 
on the following days: 

Monday-Friday, November 28—December 2 
Monday-Friday, December 5—9 
Monday-Friday, December 12—16 


Carmen & Markus 
_ 492-6272 / mascoualberta.ca 
Schedule: www.ualberta.ca/~mase 


